X
'\.pF

< )
Mt

Wednesday, July 29th, 2026

U.S. Senator Chuck Schumer, Senate Minority Leader
322 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

U.S. Rep. Hakeem Jeffries, House Minority Leader
2267 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

RE: Abolish ICE to Restore Public Safety

We are state and local elected officials who represent diverse constituencies throughout New York State,
and have witnessed the impact that Immigration and Customs Enforcement’s cruel operations have had on
immigrant families and our communities.

The recent killings of two innocent immigrant fathers, Lorenzo Salgado Araujo and Joan Sebastian
Guerrero—following the killings of Silverio Villegas Gonzalez, Nurul Amin Shah Alam, Renée Good,
Alex Pretti, and many others by immigration enforcement—show ICE has no regard for public safety, due
process, or human decency. Since Trump’s second term began, over fifty people have died in ICE custody,
and ICE agents have repeatedly fired their weapons and killed people in their vehicles. ICE has continued
to detain and deport thousands of New Yorkers who have contributed to our neighborhoods for decades—
separating parents from their children and shipping off high school students. This is an unsustainable
degree of impunity, cruelty, and recklessness that cannot be reformed.

While Trump has escalated ICE’s operations, this did not begin with him. Past administrations have been
complicit in ICE’s growing abuse of power, and the agency’s cruelty will continue regardless of who sits
in the White House. We applaud recent efforts by congressional Democrats to block funding to Trump’s
ICE and Border Patrol, but we must go further. We can no longer ignore the threat that ICE, which has
only existed since 2002, poses to our communities and to our democracy.

For the safety of our constituents and to restore public trust and the rule of law, we call on you and
all congressional Democrats to publicly support the abolition of ICE and to leverage your positions
to defund and dismantle this rogue federal agency.

Sincerely,
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Julia Salazar Diana Moreno Shahana Hanif
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Michaelle Solages
State Assemblymember, District 22
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Brad Hoylman-Sigal
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Karines Reyes
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MaryJane Shimsky
State Assemblymember, District 92

Sarahana Shrestha
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Anna Kelles
State Assemblymember, District 125
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Shaun Abreu
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Village of New Paltz Mayor
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Merton D. Simpson
Albany County Legislator, District 2
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Alix Winsby
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Maurice Brown
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Steven Englebright
Suffolk County Legislator, District 5

Rob Cantelmo
Mayor of Ithaca

Abe Uchitelle
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Lisa Kaul
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Carolyn D. Hoffman
Monroe County Legislator, District 25

Genesis Ramos
Orange County Legislator, District 4

Stephen Hunter
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Greg McCollough
Ulster County Legislator, District 6
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Carolyn Bennett Glauda
Beacon City Councilmember, Ward 4
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Kingston Alderman, Ward 2
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Pleasant Valley Town Board Councilman
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Ducson Nguyen
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Poughkeepsie Common Councilmember, Ward 1
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Evan Menist
Poughkeepsie Common Councilmember, Ward 2
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Daniel Atonna
Poughkeepsie Common Councilmember, Ward 8
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Stanley Martin
Rochester City Councilmember, At-large

Andrew Zink
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City of Syracuse, Common Councilor At-Large
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Troy City Councilmember, District 6
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Beacon City Councilmember, At-Large
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Mary Lupien
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Natalya Lakhtakia

Board of Education President,
Saratoga Springs City School District
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Theodore "Teddy" Secor
Stanford Town Councilmember
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Syracuse City Auditor
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Taylor Bruck
Ulster County Clerk

Ginnie Farrell
Albany Common Council President Pro Tempore,
Ward 13

Thomas Hoey
Albany Common Councilmember, Ward 15

Nate Hotchkiss
Binghamton City Councilmember, District 4
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Emma Arnoff
Dutchess County Legislator, District 2

Claire Cousin
Hudson Common Councilmember, Ward 5

Sparrow Tobin
Orange County Legislator, District 20

Nedra Patterson-Thompson
Poughkeepsie Common Councilmember, Ward 7

Jen Metzger
Ulster County Executive

Chris Drago
Dutchess County Legislator, District 19

Robert Dennison
Kingston Alterperson, Ward 6

Tamika Stewart
Newburgh City Councilmember, Ward 3

Jimmy Monto
Syracuse Common Council, President Pro Tempore

Joseph Donaldson
Ulster County Legislator, District 8
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