NEWS AND VIEWS FROM ALBANY TO BROOKLYN ‘ Issue #85

In a year marked by the crisis of covid-19, the response throughout

our district was remarkable. Against a backdrop of isolation, we came

together and good will overflowed. Where we saw need, we gave gener-

ously. We met sorrow with comfort and weariness with support. When
we look back at 2021, let this be what we remember.

Senator
Simcha Felder

Looking forward to 2022, I wish you a year of health, happiness .
and prosperity, surrounded by the love of family and friends. /{’“"
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The NYS Legislature

Small businesses, seniors, students and individuals with special needs were among
the hardest hit by the effects of the pandemic. Together with my colleagues on the
Senate Committees for NYC Education; Aging; Mental Health; Disabilities; and
Social Services, I worked every day to provide the help and support they deserve.

As Chair of the Senate Administrative Regulations Review Commission, my work
inthelegislature this year included many battles against state of emergency policies
enacted by executive power without legislative oversight.

Because children are our greatest resource, I fought incessantly to implement
appropriate policies to reopen our schools and special education programs. To
safeguard their health and protection, we strengthened the safety net for struggling
families and I voted NO to legalizing marijuana.

I proposed legislation (Save Our Stores) to save small local businesses from the
decimating effects of onerous policies and punitive enforcement because they
are the backbone of our communities. We must continue to encourage New York’s
economic growth and to remove the regulatory barriers that stifle business and
economic success.

FELDER FOCUS

I am very pleased that New York State is
taking action to end the hateful BDS cam-
paign and uphold our longstanding support
of Israel, our closest ally in the Middle East.
ILapplaud NYS Comptroller Di Napoli for his
bold actions againstthe intolerantactby Ben
& Jerry’s and its parent company Unilever,
which sows hate and encourages violence
against Jewish people everywhere. New York
State has sent a clear message that these big-
oted actions will not be tolerated. I hope to
hear that New York City will follow suit and
do the right thing.



S614- Allows caregiving visitors for S3941 - Expanded “Do Not Call” S7192 - Authorizes school districts
residents of health carefacilities dur- Registry restricts text messages as a to help special education studentswho

ing astate of emergency. form of telemarking. aged out during the pandemic by main-
taining services until they turn 23.

S784 - SLEEP Act - Bans motorists
andrepairshops fromillegally modify-
ing car mufflers and exhausts to make
them excessively loud, and increases
penalties.

S1035 - Allowsanessential support
person to accompany an individual

with disabilities during ahospital stay. S3223-Allowssocialservicea: gencies

toconductinterviews, screenings and
assessmentsviatelephone.

S$6521 - Authorizes funeral homes
and cemeteriestoaccepte-signatures
toeasethe process ofthese arrange-
ments.

S7194 - Requires the State to set
aside all monies awarded in opioid
cases in a fund earmarked to sup-
port the prevention, treatment and
recovery of substance use.

/4

$2836- HALT Solitary Confinement
Act - Limits time spent in solitary con-
finement and aims to create better
alternatives.

S.7230-Excludesall COVID-19small
business recovery grants from their
taxableincome.

S$7133 - Camp Fees for Children on
Public Assistance-Provides an allow-
ance for summer camp.
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Neighborhood playgrounds are vital to every child’s healthy

development. Here with Senator Roxanne Persaud, at
the newly revitalized and renamed Lew Fidler Playground.

s L-R: Ushi Teitelbaum,
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When people anywhere suffer, we fee the Pain and we respond,
Grateful to Rabbi Avi Greenstein of the Boro Park JCC for
coordinating our successfu| community effort to Help Haiti,
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Free Screenings & Services

MetroCard Services
Unclaimed Funds
Flu Shots

PSA Screening
Mammograms

Medicare Seminars

Shredding

Sharingactivity bookswith & H/4F
Principal Colleen'Hogan at PS48" "

Senator Felder loading'boxes WithiA mblyman i ) i
Peter Abbate at Masbia Pesa(‘-h distribution®™

- Fr‘ee mammograms with
American-Italian Cancer Foundation
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Follow @NYSenatorfelder on Facebook, Instagram & Twitter.
Save our number, 718-253-2015, to follow us on whatsapp status.

What we do...

3,505 55
Activity book Senior/Disability Rent
distribution Increase Exemption
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15,000
Calls
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Atour unclaimed funds’eventﬁith'Aly Walansky:daughter,
of our venerable Constituent Services Director, Ellyn.

x

100
HEAP/Energy
Assistance

L AN

205

Free Health Services
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1,050

Resolved
Unemployment Issues

400

Tax Exemption
Applications
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156
Free Shredding

1,110

Senior services




&2 Senator Simcha Felder pasersT0
1412 Avenue J, Suite 2E N
" Brooklyn, NY 11230 New York Senate

Boro Park Jewish Community Council
. and Senator Simcha Felder
2/

-34
AWARENESS INITIATIVE

FREE SMOKE DETECTORS I

American
DONE IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 0 Red Cross

FREE smoke detectors for every room.

FREE installation by pre-approved,
qualified personnel.

To register for this lifesaving program, FREE aps‘:’ess‘;':g:fslg‘r:““a“°“

BACK BA‘:l contact Senater Felder’s office -

pOPUL

Phone ‘ Email
[]EMI\NIJ 718.253.2015 felder@nysenate.gov

* No income certification needed.




