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"Thank you to the people of the 60th District for
putting your trust in me to continue serving our

community as a member of the NYS Senate"

A Message From Senator Sean Ryan

-

After serving in the NYS Assembly since 2011, I decided to
continue serving the people of Western New York by
running for NYS Senate in 2020. I thank the people of the
60th District for putting their trust in me to continue serving
our community as a member of the NYS Senate.

When I took office earlier this year, our state faced many
challenges as we continued to deal with the pandemic, and the
fallout that impacted our economy and every facet of life. We
knew the year ahead would be difficult, and I was ready to step
up to put forward solutions and deliver real results for the people
of the 60th District and Western New York.

The past year has seen the rollout of the vaccine, work to rebuild
our economy, and triumph and tragedy. Throughout it all I have
approached every day with optimism for the future. I hope this
report will provide you with important information about the work
I have been doing in the past year, and I wish our community well
as we begin 2022. 

With gratitude,

Sean M. Ryan
New York State Senator, 60th District
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2021 - Getting Started

As the New Year began,
Sean was sworn in as a
New York State Senator

in a scaled-down
ceremony at the Buffalo

History Museum, attended
by family and staff. 
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Joining The NYS Senate Majority

In January, Senator Ryan
joined the new class of
Senators as the 2021

legislative session began in
Albany. The new Senate

Majority includes
representation from across

Upstate New York.

Throughout the 2021
legislative session, Senator

Ryan worked to pass bills and
highlight important priorities

such as expanding broadband
access, improving funding
for libraries, protecting kids
from lead paint exposure,
and providing new funding

opportunities for
small businesses. 
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Vaccine Rollout

One of Senator Ryan's top priorities was ensuring
New York State did everything possible to work with the federal
government to ensure a smooth rollout of the COVID-19 vaccine.

Early on in January and February when vaccine distribution began,
Senator Ryan urged the state to quickly fix the vaccination

registration website, which had been slow and difficult for New
Yorkers to use. Senator Ryan also urged the federal government

to increase supply of the vaccine by using the Defense Production
Act. As the vaccine rollout ramped up, Senator Ryan visited

vaccine sites in WNY and encouraged people to get vaccinated
to protect themselves and their communities.
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Fighting for WNY

As the process to build a new
stadium for the Buffalo Bills
moved forward this year,

Senator Ryan worked to make
sure taxpayers were given a
fair deal and ensure that the

people of Erie County
benefited from any new

investment.

Senator Ryan worked to
ensure the federal government
resumed refugee admissions,

which were slashed during the
previous administration. He
also secured $3 million for

refugee resettlement agencies
across New York, and made

sure NYS was prepared for an
influx of refugees from

Afghanistan.

A New Bills Stadium

Refugee Resettlement
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Fighting for WNY

Throughout the year, Senator
Ryan advocated for progress
toward the transformation of

the Scajaquada and
Kensington Corridors in

Buffalo. Senator Ryan knows
we must fix the historic

injustices and highways that
have divided our communities

for far too long.

Buffalo has long faced a
demolition by neglect crisis -
as we saw this year with the

collapse of a building
downtown. Senator Ryan
worked with Preservation

Buffalo Niagara,
Councilmembers Rivera and

Nowakowski, and stakeholders
to put together a report on a

path forward to ensure historic
preservation.

Scajaquada & Kensington
Corridors

Stopping Demolitions
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Fighting for WNY

For decades, residents living
near the Amigone crematory in
Tonawanda have complained
about the odor and the soot

on their homes and cars.
Senator Ryan joined

Assemblyman Bill Conrad to
pass a law to allow Amigone

to move away from the
residential neighborhood and

fix this problem for good.
 

Senator Ryan also joined
Assemblyman Conrad to pass
a law to allow the Kenilworth
Volunteer Fire Company in

Tonawanda to establish their
first Benevolent Association.

Amigone Legislation

Kenilworth Fire Company
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Fighting for WNY

Senator Ryan was proud to
join CWA workers at Mercy

Hospital in their fight for safer
working conditions. It wasn't

easy, but the actions of
hundreds of dedicated

healthcare heroes has boosted
pay and improved safety for

workers & patients. A grateful
community thanks them.

This year, Senator Ryan announced
progress for the Reimagining

Grant Street program. He joined
Assemblyman Jon Rivera,

Councilmember Rivera, GObike
Buffalo, and Preservation Buffalo

Niagara to unveil new design
concepts for this project that will
create a more accessible Grant

Street corridor.

CWA Strike

Reimagining Grant Street
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Working To Make A Difference

Lead poisoning remains a major crisis for children and families.
90% of homes in Buffalo and other cities around NY have lead-
based paint or service lines. The medical costs of lead exposure

are high. Senator Ryan held a virtual legislative roundtable
discussion to hear from a diverse panel of experts and

stakeholders about his legislation S.3079, which prohibits the
exclusion of coverage for losses or damages caused by

exposure to lead-based paint. If signed into law, his legislation
would give families much needed relief.

Combating Lead Poisoning
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Working To Make A Difference

Senator Ryan and the Senate Majority went to work
quickly to address the impact of the pandemic and deliver
much needed relief to New Yorkers. Thankfully the federal

government delivered significant aid to New York and the nation
with the American Rescue Plan. In April, the Senate Majority

worked to ensure our state budget utilized federal aid by
allocating $2.4 billion for the Emergency Rental Assistance

Program, $500 million for Commercial Rent Relief, $1 billion in
small business assistance, $600 million in homeowner assistance,
$350 million in transportation infrastructure investments, $29.5

billion for New York schools, and $3.5 million in funding for
upstate legal services for low-income families.

COVID-19 Economic Relief
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Working To Make A Difference

A high-speed internet connection today is just as important as
our traditional utilities like water and electricity. Senator Ryan

successfully pushed to include in the 2021-2022 state budget a
provision to map broadband access across New York and $1

million in funding to make the mapping a reality. Senator Ryan
also joined Assemblymember Nily Rozic for a tour of the North
Country to hold roundtables to discuss their legislation that

would help to overcome our challenges to ensuring universal
broadband access. The New York Broadband Resiliency, Public
Safety, and Quality Act would make broadband a utility in New
York to ensure oversight and accountability and truly expand

access.
 

Expanding Broadband
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Working To Make A Difference

Senator Ryan was honored to join officials from The Seneca
Nation and the Buffalo History Museum for the return of the Red

Jacket Peace Medal after working with both parties to help
facilitate this important repatriation. The medal has been in the
care of the Buffalo History Museum since 1895, and this year it

was returned home to its rightful owners, the people of the
Seneca Nation. The repatriation of Indigenous artifacts is an

important process in building strong, meaningful, and peaceful
relationships between Native American territories and their

surrounding communities. The return of the Peace Medal – an
explicit symbol of this relationship – is an especially significant

act, and a momentous occasion here in Western New York.

Red Jacket Peace Medal
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Supporting New York's Libraries

Senator Ryan is proud to serve as the Chair of the New York
State Senate Libraries Committee. New York State is home to a

total of 73 library systems: 23 public library systems, nine
reference and research library systems, and 41 school library

systems. There are 755 public libraries statewide. Six of the 40
largest libraries in the United States are in New York, more than

any other state. In the 2021-22 State Budget, Senator Ryan
worked to secure $34 million for Capital Projects, a $20 million

increase from the previous year. Senator Ryan also passed
several bills that will increase state funding to libraries, including
S.6511 and S.5753, both of which were signed by the Governor.
These bills streamline and modernize library aid formulas and

boost funding for smaller libraries.

Library Funding and Legislation
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Supporting New York's Libraries

As the Chair of the New York State Senate Libraries Committee,
Senator Ryan marked National Library Week this year by honoring
Outstanding Librarian Award winners from across New York. We
have many amazing librarians in every corner of our state who

go above and beyond to serve their communities.
Congratulations to all of this year's award winners!

Honoring Outstanding Librarians
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Supporting New York's Libraries

In December, Senator Ryan joined NYS Assembly Libraries Chair,
Assemblymember Kimberly Jean-Pierre

 for a tour of libraries across New York State. As Chairs of the
Senate and Assembly Library Committees, they wanted to hear

from local libraries about the work they're doing. They kicked-off
our tour at the Buffalo and Erie County Public Library, and visited
libraries in Rochester, Syracuse, Albany, Westchester, NYC, and
Long Island. Our state is home to many truly incredible libraries!

 

Statewide Library Tour
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Delivering Funding for WNY

Senator Ryan worked to deliver
much-needed education

funding to schools in Western
New York. The state budget

included a $90.7 million
increase in aid for 60th Senate
District schools, $29.5 billion

total for New York schools, and
$1.4 billion to close the state’s

Foundation Aid gap

Investing in infrastructure is a
smart way to create good-paying

jobs and move our economy
forward. The state budget
included $350 million in

transportation infrastructure
investments.

Education Funding

Infrastructure Funding
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Delivering Funding for WNY

It has always been tough for
lower-income folks to navigate
our legal system. With housing
and unemployment issues, the

pandemic has made the
problem worse. Joined Senator

Kennedy and agencies to
announce $3.5M in new funds
for upstate legal services to
help those who need it most.

In the state budget, Senator Ryan    
worked to pass a two-year delay

for the 340-B Medicaid
prescription drug benefit carveout.
This will greatly benefit Federally
Qualified Health Centers such as

Evergreen Heath and Jericho Road
Community Health Center.

Legal Services Funding

340-B Funding
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Delivering Funding for WNY

Senator Ryan joined his
colleagues to announce that

they secured over $200,000 in
state funding to support the

important work of groups who
are working hard to help

reduce gun violence in our
community. It will take a multi-
faceted approach to address

this issue and save lives.
 
 

A new playground will soon be
coming to Buffalo's Elmwood
Village! Senator Ryan secured

funding and announced the design
for the new playground this year.

Gun Violence
Prevention Funding

Elmwood Village Playground



60th District Annual Report
NEW YORK STATE SENATE

SENATOR SEAN RYAN
NEW YORK'S 60TH STATE SENATE DISTRICT

Delivering Funding for WNY

Senator Ryan joined the Grant
Amherst Business Association

to unveil streetscape upgrades
to Amherst Street. New steel

trash receptacles and
monuments featuring historic
images of the neighborhood,

were funded by the Better
Buffalo Fund.

 
 

Senator Ryan secured funding for
the Village of Hamburg to

purchase a new fire truck, which
was delivered earlier this year.

Grant Amherst
Streetscape Improvements

New Fire Truck for Hamburg
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The Senate Majority - Working for WNY

Senator Ryan worked with his
colleagues in the Senate
Majority to deliver much-

needed environmental funding
to help combat climate

change. This includes a $3
billion Environmental Bond Act

and $300 million for the
Environmental Protection Fund.

 
 

Senator Ryan and the Senate
Majority worked to pass a budget

that included a $400 million
middle-class tax cut to help
families across New York.

Environmental Funding

Middle-Class Tax Cuts
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Senator Ryan worked with his
colleagues in the Senate
Majority to deliver much-

needed property tax relief with
$440 million dedicated to a

new program in the state
budget.

 
 

Our right to vote is sacred, and
Senator Ryan and the Senate
Majority worked this year to

improve access to the ballot box
by expanding early voting in New

York and requiring counties to
offer more polling locations during
the nine-day early voting period
for general, primary, and special

elections. 

Property Tax Relief

Expanding Early Voting

The Senate Majority - Working for WNY
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Senator Ryan worked with his
colleagues in the Senate

Majority to fully restore Aid
and Incentives for

Municipalities (AIM) funding for
local governments in this year's

state budget.
 
 

The Senate Democratic Majority
passed legislation to better

support and protect nursing home
residents. The legislative package
established a direct patient care
spending ratio for nursing homes,
create a taskforce to reimagine

the delivery of long-term care, and
much more.

Restoring AIM for
Local Governments

Nursing Home Reforms

The Senate Majority - Working for WNY
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Recognizing Outstanding Individuals

Senator Ryan worked with a
steering committee to secure
funding for a statue of Shirley
Chisholm, who lived in WNY in
her later years and is interred
at Forest Lawn Cemetery in
Buffalo. The statue will be

finished by next year and will
be a great tribute to a

trailblazing icon.
 
 

Daniel Barry joined the Legal Aid
Bureau of in 1962 - just a year

before the Supreme Court ensured
the right to legal counsel in

Gideon v. Wainwright. He spent his
career ensuring justice for all.

Senator Ryan joined
Assemblymember Karen McMahon

to celebrate his retirement and
honor him with a NYS resolution.

Shirley Chisholm Statue

Daniel Barry
Legal Aid Bureau
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Recognizing Outstanding Individuals

As part of the NY Senate's
annual Women of Distinction

Awards, Senator Ryan honored
Drea d’Nur, founder of Western
New York’s first safe, organic,
and halal food pantry, Feed

Buffalo, which ensures that all
people can eat without

compromising their faith and
dietary restrictions. During the

COVID-19 pandemic, she
served hundreds of

quarantined families who had
little to no food.

 
 

 Senator Ryan selected Wayne
Baumgartner as his nominee to be

inducted into the NY Senate
Veterans Hall of Fame. Mr.

Baumgartner served in the United
States Air Force during Vietnam,

achieving the rank of Staff
Sergeant, and has dedicated his

life to serving the Tonawanda
Community.

Women of Distinction

Veterans' Hall of Fame 
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Recognizing Outstanding Individuals

During the pandemic, Frank
Gourmet Hot Dogs

 has helped to feed our
essential workers - and they
were recently named one of
Yelp's top 100 places to eat!
Senator Ryan visited owners
Frank and Paul Tripi to thank
them for doing great work in
the community - and serving

up amazing hot dogs and fries.
 

Senator Ryan visited David and
Stefan at What's Pop-In' Gourmet
Popcorn to check out their new

location on Niagara Street. Great
popcorn and a great local

business!

Frank Gourmet Hot Dogs

What's Pop-In'
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Recognizing Outstanding Individuals

Looking for sustainable
products? You have to check
out Buffalo's first zero-waste
store, Little Salmon! Senator

Ryan visited owners Tracey Wei
and Michael Mahoney at 230
Lexington Ave. in the Elmwood

Village to welcome them to
the neighborhood. Their store

is a smart concept that is
great for our planet.

 

Nothing says summertime in
Western New York quite like

Chiavetta's BBQ! Senator Ryan
visited their catering center in

Brant to see how the magic comes
together.

Little Salmon

Chiavetta's
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Recognizing Outstanding Individuals

Campus Wheel Works has been
a staple of the Elmwood

Village for the past 25 years,
and now they have expanded

with a second location to
serve the Niagara Street and
Black Rock neighborhoods.

Senator Ryan visited their new
location for a tour.

 

Save some time grilling up burgers
and stop by Mister Sizzle's on

Buffalo's West Side! Senator Ryan
visited owners Chris and Casey to

welcome them to the
neighborhood and congratulate
them on a great new business.

Campus Wheel Works

Mister Sizzle's
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Recognizing Outstanding Individuals

Dr. Myron & Joyce Glick founded Jericho Road Community
Health Center - a cornerstone of the West Side - 25 years ago.
They are two of the most selfless people in the world. Jericho

Road provides health and other services to thousands of people
in need. Senator Ryan honored them with the NY Senate

 Liberty Medal, the NY Senate's highest civilian honor.

New York State Senate Liberty Medal



60th District Annual Report
NEW YORK STATE SENATE

SENATOR SEAN RYAN
NEW YORK'S 60TH STATE SENATE DISTRICT

Recognizing Outstanding Individuals

Senator Ryan presented a New
York State Senate

Commendation Award to Mike
Radomski, founder of the
Western New York Hiking

Challenge, for his work to raise
money for local environmental
groups and promote healthy

outdoor recreation in Western
New York.

Senator Ryan visited Lake Shore
High School to present a New York

State Senate Commendation
Award to Lake Shore teacher Tony
George, founder of Bald for Bucks.  

George’s work to found Bald for
Bucks has helped raise money and

increase awareness for breast
cancer research and treatment in
Western New York for the last 19

years.

Commendation Award
Mike Radomski

Commendation Award
Tony George
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Recognizing Outstanding Individuals

Senator Ryan was proud to
honor Mary Jean Jakubowski,

who retired this year as
Director of the Buffalo & Erie

County Public Library,
 with the NY Senate

 Commendation Award. Mary
Jean led our library system with

dedication and creativity.
Throughout the pandemic she
and her team worked hard to

help the community.

Senator Ryan joined
Assemblymember Bill Conrad to
honor the newest Eagle Scouts
from various troops in Kenmore
and celebrate their incredible

accomplishments

Commendation Award
Mary Jean Jakubowski

Honoring Eagle Scouts
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Celebrating Our Community

Senator Ryan joined the ribbon
cutting ceremony for the new

Carousel at Canalside!

Senator Ryan toured the Margery
Gallogly Nature Sanctuary on

Grand Island.
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Celebrating Our Community

Senator Ryan joined
Congressman Higgins, Senator
Kennedy, and Labor Secretary
Marty Walsh to break ground

on the NFTA's new electric bus
charging facility.

Senator Ryan joined Senator
Kennedy to promote the New York

Craft Brewers Festival at
Canalside.
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Celebrating Our Community

Senator Ryan joined the
Hispanic Heritage Council of
WNY and his colleagues to
break ground on the new

Hispanic Heritage Institute on
Niagara Street in Buffalo.

Senator Ryan joined his colleagues
to distribute turkeys for families to

enjoy on Thanksgiving.
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Celebrating Our Community

Senator Ryan joined Governor
Kathy Hochul to march in the

annual Buffalo Labor Day
Parade.

Senator Ryan visited Armor
Elementary in Hamburg to

welcome kids back to school in
September.
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Celebrating Our Community

Senator Ryan joined NY
Senate Agriculture Committee

Chair Senator Michelle
Hinchey to tour farms in WNY.

Senator Ryan joined the ribbon
cutting for the new West Side

Community Services Food Pantry in
Buffalo.
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Celebrating Our Community

Senator Ryan visited the
annual Taste of Orchard Park.

Senator Ryan joined local officials
and Assemblymember Bill Conrad
for the groundbreaking of a new

school construction project in
Tonawanda.
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Celebrating Our Community

Senator Ryan visited the Wall
that Heals traveling Vietnam

Memorial in Tonawanda.

Senator Ryan joined local officials
to unveil plans for The Riverline

Project along Buffalo's waterfront.
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Celebrating Our Community

Senator Ryan joined officials
from Evans to celebrate the

town's bicentennial.

Senator Ryan joined officials from
the Albright-Knox for a topping-
out ceremony for the new AKG

Museum.
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Celebrating Our Community

Senator Ryan visited the
Orchard Park Public Library for

outdoor story time.

Senator Ryan toured the Frank
Lloyd Wright Graycliff Estate in

Derby.
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Celebrating Our Community

Senator Ryan attended the
ribbon cutting ceremony for
the new D'Youville Health

Professions Hub.

Senator Ryan toured Frank Lloyd
Wright's Darwin Martin House in

Buffalo.
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Celebrating Our Community

Senator Ryan visited the new
Hamburg Village Community

Market in Hamburg.

Senator Ryan attended the first
Town of Hamburg Pride

Celebration.
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Celebrating Our Community

Senator Ryan attended the
unveiling of the DeGlopper
memorial statue on Grand

Island.

Senator Ryan joined local officials
to tour the historic Orchard Park

Railroad Depot.
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"Thank you! I wish you and your
family all the best in 2022."

-


