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Senator Helming Announces 25 Nominees for Senate Women of Distinction 

 
GENEVA – Senator Pam Helming today announced the 25 nominees for the New York State 

Senate Women of Distinction recognition from our region. This award recognizes the 

outstanding work of extraordinary women from our area and throughout New York State, with 

one honoree selected from each State Senate District. 

 

“Our region has long been a beacon for outstanding women in a variety of fields. Seneca Falls 

was the site of the first Women’s Rights Convention in 1848, and other sites around the Wayne-

Finger Lakes region also represent the women’s rights movement. Our community is fortunate to 

have so many remarkable women whose lives, work, and accomplishments have contributed to 

making our state and country better, making our families stronger, and serving as examples to 

others. These women include Donna Schaertl, my 2017 Woman of Distinction who tirelessly 

supports law enforcement groups and other community organizations, and Huron Town 

Supervisor Laurie Crane, my 2018 Woman of Distinction who courageously fought for her 

community after the Lake Ontario flooding disaster. The Women of Distinction program 

provides a terrific opportunity to recognize women who make a difference and to thank them for 

the pride they bring to our communities. I received many fantastic nominations of worthy 

women from across my six-county district, and I look forward to recognizing each and every one 

of these nominees,” Senator Helming said. 

 

The 25 nominees are: 

 

 Elizabeth Becht, of Seneca Falls 

 Lorene Benson, of Farmington 

 Alice Bill, of Sodus Point 

 Wanda Boughton, of Newark 

 Surekha Chandak, of Seneca Falls 

 Misty Currington, of Macedon 

 Carol Cuthbert, of Newark 

 Donna Dedee, of Webster 

 Tara Fricano, of Cayuga 

 Jeanne Giovannini, of Fayette 

 Lucille Hamlin, of Macedon 



 Christal Kent, of Junius 

 Kaitlyn Laskoski, of Seneca Falls 

 Margaret Morse, of Fayette 

 Melissa Nesbit, of Fayette 

 Julie Patterson, of Aurelius 

 Ethel Peters, of Geneva 

 Jennifer Schneider, of Canandaigua 

 Heidi Schwittek-Barnes, of Huron 

 Mary Simpson Smart, of Galen 

 Megan Thompson, of Webster 

 Mary Ann Trickey, of Hopewell 

 Marya Vande-Doyle, of Palmyra 

 Jacqueline Vrooman, of Seneca Falls 

 Wilma Young, of Williamson 

 

Senator Helming will honor these 25 women during a ceremony that will take place on 

Thursday, April 4 at Ventosa Vineyards in Geneva. The 54th Senate District Woman of 

Distinction will be invited to join honorees from throughout the state at a ceremony hosted by the 

State Senate in May at the State Capitol in Albany. The honoree’s photo and biography will 

become part of a special exhibit celebrating the contributions of these outstanding New York 

women. The exhibit will be on display in Albany at the Legislative Office Building. Senator 

Helming will also offer an online Woman of Distinction exhibit through her website. 

 

 
Senator Helming represents the 54th Senate District, which consists of Seneca and Wayne Counties, parts of Cayuga and 

Ontario Counties, and the towns of Lansing and Webster. For more information, please visit Senator Helming’s website, 

or follow @SenatorHelming on Facebook or Twitter. 
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