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Senator Helming Honors Local Women As State Senate Women of Distinction 

 
CANANDAIGUA – Senator Pam Helming announced during her Women of Distinction 

ceremony that Huron Town Supervisor Laurie Crane has been selected as the New York State 

Senate Woman of Distinction from the 54th Senate District. A total of 16 local women were 

nominated for this award that recognizes the outstanding work of extraordinary women from the 

Wayne-Finger Lakes region and throughout New York State.  

 

Senator Helming recognized all 16 nominees during Friday’s event at the New York Kitchen 

(formerly known as the New York Wine & Culinary Center) in Canandaigua, which saw a 

standing-room-only crowd. Along with the nominees and their nominators, families, and friends, 

Senator Helming invited all of the female elected officials in the 54th District to this ceremony. 

 

“Laurie Crane has been an outstanding partner during my time as a New York State Senator, as a 

Town Supervisor in one of the counties I represent and as a fellow female leader. Her fierce 

advocacy on behalf of the people of Huron and all of Wayne County following the Lake Ontario 

flooding disaster was remarkable, but she truly has a shining record of fighting for all of her 

constituents and serving her community well. She volunteers and gives back to the community in 

a number of ways, not just as an elected official and a registered nurse – all the while keeping a 

smile on her face despite her ongoing battle with cancer, which is nothing short of amazing. 

Laurie is absolutely deserving of this Woman of Distinction award, and I am so glad to have the 

opportunity to honor her in this way,” Senator Helming said. 

 

As Huron Town Supervisor, Supervisor Crane also serves on the Wayne County Board of 

Supervisors. Since her first term in 2008, she has made a significant impact on her town and her 

county through her leadership. She is the chairwoman of the County’s Government Operations 

Committee, and she also serves on more sub-committees than any other supervisor in Wayne 

County.     

 

Most notably, Supervisor Crane represented her constituents during the flooding along the Lake 

Ontario southern shoreline in 2017. Supervisor Crane stood up to the International Joint 

Commission, the governing board of lake water levels, at multiple public hearings advocating for 

her constituents.  She has been a resource and advocate for the residents of Wayne County 

during this difficult time. 



 

In addition to her role in local government, Supervisor Crane is also a registered nurse who is 

well respected at Rochester General Hospital. She also volunteers her time at numerous local 

charities and serves on several boards, including the Wayne County Action Program, the Wayne 

County EMS Advisory Board, and the Wayne County Soil & Water Conservation District.   

 

On the Wayne County Action Program, Supervisor Crane has worked and volunteered on behalf 

of her own community as well as those in neighboring Seneca and Ontario Counties. She 

continues to dedicate her time and efforts to the community while she faces many personal 

struggles, including cancer.   

 

Supervisor Crane said, “I want to thank Senator Helming for the Woman of Distinction award. It 

is an honor. I also want to thank my family and friends for always supporting me. I have been so 

fortunate my whole life to always work with a great team of co-workers. I continue to have 

wonderful people in my life that I worked with in my nursing career and at the town, county and 

state levels. It is my pleasure to serve the residents of the Town of Huron and Wayne County.” 

 

The other Women of Distinction nominees included: 

 

 Cathleen Bement, of Canandaigua, an IT specialist at the Canandaigua VA Medical 

Center and former police officer who volunteers with the Canandaigua Emergency Squad 

and the Canandaigua Fire Department and is the only woman to attain the rank of 

assistant fire chief in the department; 

 Cheri Roloson, of Williamson, an animal advocate who started Cracker Jack Palace 

Farm to rescue abused, neglected, and unwanted horses and farm animals and provide at-

risk teenagers with work experience on the farm; 

 Connie Patti, of Union Springs, a volunteers with Perform4Purpose, an organization 

that raises money for multiple causes in our community through musical performances by 

the youth of our area, and Guiding Eyes for the Blind, where she volunteers to raise and 

train dogs for the visually impaired;   

 Donna Besler, of Canandaigua, the CareNet Pregnancy Center Executive Director and 

community volunteer who facilitates the Survivors of Suicide Group and Talk Saves 

Lives to counsel adolescents who are struggling and help people learn about the risks and 

warning signs of suicide; 

 Ellen Hughes, of Waterloo, a career educator and community volunteer who works with 

the Seneca County Action Agency, the United Way of Seneca County’s Women’s 

Leadership Council, and Literacy Volunteers of Seneca County; 

 Julie Bellone, of Waterloo, a physical therapist and business owner who serves as a 

Seneca-Yates Red Cross board member, a member of the trauma response assistance for 

children group, and who deployed after Sept. 11 and after Hurricane Katrina to provide 

disaster assistance to first responders and victims; 

 Lauren Moore, of Canandaigua, the Pioneer Library System Executive Director who 

dedicates her time to Canandaigua Chamber of Commerce, the Substance Abuse 

Prevention Coalition of Ontario County, the Ontario County Not-for-Profit Summit, and 

the Coordinated Childhood Development Center;  



 Michelle Fridley, of Canandaigua, a disability rights advocate and the reigning Miss 

Wheelchair New York who has helped to influence disability rights legislation and is a 

role model for other people with disabilities through the grassroots organization ADAPT; 

 Neetu Chandak, of Seneca Falls, a Cornell University senior who serves as Treasurer of 

the Network of Enlightened Women and uses her platform to raise awareness of 

ideological discrimination against conservative and moderate students on college 

campuses; 

 Oksana Fuller, of Canandaigua, a longtime resident, community participant, and 

former elected official who has served on the Cheshire Community Action Team, the 

Citizen Implementation Committee, and the Town Economic Development Team to 

improve Canandaigua and the Finger Lakes region; 

 Sarah Lynn Grossman, of Palmyra, an educator and accomplished athlete who 

volunteers at Advent Comfort Care, Therapy Dogs International, and other groups, as 

well as on several Habitat for Humanity builds and on the Buddy Cruise each fall with 

individuals with disabilities and their families; 

 Valerie Aarne Grossman, of Palmyra, a nurse who has worked in emergency nursing, 

pediatric telephone triage, critical care, and radiology and a gifted writer who has been 

published in numerous books, articles, and online courses; 

 Tricia Kuntz, of Palmyra, the creator and owner of the regionally- and nationally-

known business The Purple Painted Lady who hosts a festival each year that draws 

thousands of artists and guests and raises tens of thousands of dollars for local charities; 

 Marie Milligan, of Geneva, the social ministry coordinator of Our Lady of Peace Parish 

who works tirelessly to support the Catholic church and the Geneva community as a 

whole, serving as the farmer’s market nutrition program administrator for 25 years and 

volunteering with numerous community groups; 

 Patricia White, of Scipio Center, a former music educator in the Southern Cayuga 

School District and Music Technology Chair for the New York State School Music 

Association who serves as the organist and choir director of the Scipioville Presbyterian 

Church and Vice President of the Howland Stone Store Museum. 

 

Supervisor Crane will join the other Women of Distinction honorees from throughout the state at 

a ceremony hosted by the Senate in May at the Capitol in Albany. Her photo and biography will 

become part of a special exhibit celebrating the contributions of these outstanding New York 

women. The exhibit will be on display in Albany at the Legislative Office Building. Senator 

Helming will also offer an online Women of Distinction exhibit through her website. 

 

“All 16 of the women who were nominated came with impeccable credentials both in their 

professional careers and in their volunteer work, and all of them have found their own unique 

way of giving back to our community. They truly deserve to be recognized for their outstanding 

accomplishments and contributions, which is why it was so important to me to hold my own 

ceremony to salute all of the nominees. It was an honor to pay tribute to each and every one of 

the nominees. We value their commitment to their communities, workplaces, and families, and 

we appreciate their exemplary service,” Senator Helming said. 

 

 



Senator Helming represents the 54th Senate District, which consists of Seneca and Wayne Counties, parts of Cayuga and 

Ontario Counties, and the towns of Lansing and Webster. For more information, please visit Senator Helming’s website, 

or follow @SenatorHelming on Facebook or Twitter. 
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