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Good morning Chair Stavisky, Chair Fahy, Members of the Senate Higher Education Committee,

Assembly Higher Education Committee, and other Members of the New York State Legislature. My name is
Niharika Rao, and I am a student, abortion doula, and community organizer at the Reproductive Justice
Collective NY and Advocates for Youth. My work focuses on ensuring reproductive health is accessible to
young people across New York and the United States. Thank you for the opportunity to appear before you
today to discuss the need to expand and invest state resources for abortion care in our higher education
institutions.

I urge you to support a budgetary provision to fund medication abortion access on college and university
campuses across New York State. Under A.1395A/S.1213, the 25 CUNY and 64 SUNY campuses across the
city and state would be required to provide access to medication abortion at student health centers. Schools
would also have the option to contract with a third party to provide the services and, in exceptional cases,
provide referrals off-campus. The legislation also establishes a “public college and public university student
health center abortion by medication fund” jointly overseen by the State Comptroller, health commissioner,
and chancellors from SUNY and CUNY.

Medication abortion is a method to end a pregnancy until ten weeks using two types of pills — mifepristone
and misoprostol. It is incredibly safe — serious complications requiring hospitalization occur in less than
0.4% of patients.® Having an abortion is associated with a vastly lower risk than continuing a pregnancy and
giving birth.*

Despite this scientific agreement and ease of provision, the reality on the ground in New York is bleak. As
we see a vast increase in out-of-state abortion patients’, wait times are increasing, our abortion funds are

! Reproductive Justice Collective New York is a broad coalition of New York-based student and youth organizers from Columbia
University, CUNY, NYU, and SUNY schools. RJC also recently won its 2.5-year campaign to have Barnard College become the
first private college in the country to offer medicated abortion on campus.

2 Advocates for Youth works with young people to champion youth rights to bodily autonomy and build power to transform
policies, programs, and systems to secure sexual health and equity for all youth. Advocates’ Youth Activist Network stands 75,000
strong on 1,200 campuses and in tens of thousands of communities.
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experiencing unprecedented demand, and anti-abortion protesters only grow bolder®. As a student organizer
and abortion doula, I've seen firsthand the impact this has had on young people across the state. According to
CDC Surveillance Data, young women in their 20s account for more than half of all abortions in the United
States,” but also face unique barriers to access due to their age — including limited financial resources and
increased stigmatization. These barriers only increase as students who live on campus. For many, this is the
first time navigating a deeply complicated medical system on their own, and they have often just moved to
an entirely unfamiliar environment. Our analysis showed that students on SUNY campuses faced an average
trip of 11 miles to the nearest abortion provider — mostly in areas with limited access to public
transportation. Some campuses are as far as 70 miles from the nearest abortion provider.

This policy directly addresses the issues above:

e It can reduce wait times and funding pressure for clinics and abortion funds by making on-campus
abortion pills available to students.

e The on-campus provision lowers the cost for those with student health insurance coverage to access
abortion and allows them to gain referrals to trusted funding sources if needed. For students without
health insurance, the proposed fund and implementation plan will include resources to support
coverage for costs associated with the procedure.

It reduces travel time for students and lessens informational barriers to vital reproductive care.
In addition, by normalizing abortion as a safe and legal medical procedure, we can help to reduce the
isolation and shame that some students may feel when seeking reproductive healthcare.

e [t brings our higher education institutions up to the standards of our peers in Massachusetts and
California, states that have already passed this policy as they see an increase in abortion patients.

Offering medication abortion on campus would not require significant new resources or infrastructure.
Seeing this policy enacted in California®, we anticipate the main associated costs to be training for clinicians
and possible site upgrades. Both the AMA and public health experts have recommended that medication
abortion does not require an ultrasound or physical examination.” Even once pharmacies can dispense
abortion pills, campus clinicians are often the most accessible and familiar providers for students, and their
services are covered by student health insurance.

There also exist possible out-of-pocket costs for students without insurance coverage, often from other states
that restrict abortion coverage. The aforementioned "public college and public university student health
center abortion by medication fund" that could cover these costs does not exist in the bill's current version in
the proposed FY 2024 Executive Budget. However, we believe it’s necessary to allocate state resources for
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this bill. We urge you to consider doing this through either 1) the fund described, at a sum of $10 million, or
2) by creating a codified process for referrals to abortion funds and practical support organizations that

would cover such costs and are funded through other bills, like the Reproductive Freedom and Equity
Program (S348B/A361A).

Where the ability of campuses to implement this policy is a concern, we believe creating the above fund will
also allow for support and guidance to be given to campus clinics; this model was used for MAB on Campus
by both California and Massachusetts. Regarding liability and privacy concerns, the relative safety of
Medication Abortion compared to other campus clinic procedures mitigates this significantly. There are also
a wealth of resources about primary care integration available through our partners at the Reproductive
Health Access Project that cover concerns around malpractice insurance, coding, billing and includes a
complete primary care training curriculum for medication abortion.

In conclusion, we urge you to fund medication abortion access on college and university campuses in New
York State and provide the necessary funding to cover clinic implementation and access costs for students.
Over 1800 students and young people across New York have signed a petition supporting on-campus
abortion pills. This investment would help ensure all students have access to the healthcare they need,
regardless of their income, location, or personal circumstances.

Thank you for your consideration and time.

Questions can be directed to

Reproductive Justice Collective New York
reprojusticecolumbia.org/contact

Advocates For Youth
advocatesforyouth.org/contact
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