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DRAFT OF COMMENTS FOR TESTIMONY

GOOD MORNING. MY NAME IS GARY FLAHERTY
AND I AM THE DIRECTOR OF VETERANS’ SERVICES
FOR COLUMBIA COUNTY. IT IS AN HONOR TO BE
ASKED TO PROVIDE INPUT ON ISSUES THAT FACE
OUR VETERANS DURING THESE MOST UNUSUAL
TIMES.

WHILE OUR VETERANS WITH BOTH PHYSICAL AND
MENTAL ISSUES HAVE DIFFICULTY, THESE HAVE
BEEN EVEN MORE SO THESE PAST MONTHS OF
COVID. AS YOU MIGHT IMAGINE, MANY OF OUR
VETERANS FALL IN THE HIGH VUNABLE
CATEGORY NOT ONLY BY AGE BUT MEDICAL
CONDITIONS. MANY OF OUR VIETNAM VETERANS
HAVE CHRONIC MEDICAL CONDITONS DIRECTLY
RELATED TO EXPOSURE TO AGENT ORANGE, IE,
NUMEROUS CANCERS, DIABETES, HEART ETC.

OF EQUAL IMPORTANCE AND MAY BE EVEN MORE
SO IS THE LARGE NUMBER OF VETERANS THAT
SUFFER FROM WAR EXPERIENCES AND IN
PARTICULAR POST TRAMATIC STRESS DISORDER
(PTSD). THERE HAVE BEEN SEVERE EPISODES OF
THIS MANIFESTING ITSELF DURING THE COVID
CRISIS. IN DISCUSSIONS WITH THE COUNTY VSO
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ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT, HE RELAYED MANY
INSTANCES OF SUICIDES AND ATTEMPTED
SUICIDES DUE TO ISOLATION AND MORAL
INJURIES.

WE HAVE NOT HAD THE PROBLEM IN COLUMBIA
COUNTY MAINLY DO TO THE SUPPORT BASE WE
HAVE USING THE JOSEPH DWYER PROGRAM.
DURING THIS TIME WE HAVE STAYED ENGAGED
WITH OUR VETERANS VIA THE INTERNET, PHONE
AND MAIL. EVERY SUNDAY SINCE THIS BEGAN,
THE UNDERSIGNED DEDICATES SUNDAY TO
CALLING NOT ONLY VETERANS, BUT WIDOWS AND
FAMILIES. TO DATE 467 CALLS WERE MADE WITH
ONLY ONE VETERAN WHO RELAYED HE HAD
THOUGHTS OF SUICIDE AND TWO DOMESTIC
VIOLENT CASES. IN EVERY SITUATION, THEY
WERE RESOLVED EARLY ON.

THE OTHER VETERANS POPULATION THAT DOES
NOT GET MUCH ATTENTION IS MILITARY SEXUAL
TRAUMA. COLUMBIA COUNTY BEING A SMALL
COUNTY, I AM CURRENTLY HANDLING 5 FEMALE
AND 2 MALE MST CASES.

HAVING SAID THIS, IT IS ABSOLUTELY CRITICAL
THAT THE FUNDING FOR VETERANS’ PROGRAMS
BE CONTINUED NOT ONLY THE NORMAL FUNDING
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TO THE COUNTIES BUT THE PFC JOSEPH P. DWYER
PROGRAM AS WELL.

FINALLY, I WOULD LIKE TO STATE ON BHEALF OF
ALL OF OUR VETERANS AND VETERANS
ADVOCATES THAT IT IS DISHEARTENING TO
BELIEVE WE ARE CONSIDERED AS NON ESSENTIAL.
TAKING CARE OF VETERANS IS NOT ONLY
ESSENTIAL; BUT CRITICAL.

AGAIN, I THANK YOU FOR THE OPPORTUNITY AND
LOOK FORWARD TO ANSWERING ANY QUESTIONS.
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