
Dan Acquilano 
 

Master Chief Logistics Specialist Dan Acquilano enlisted 

in the U.S. Navy in May 1997 and attended recruit training 

at RTC Great Lakes. He completed Aviation Storekeeper 

“A” School at Naval Air Station Meridian, Mississippi. 

Dan’s first duty assignment was with Carrier Airborne 

Early Warning Squadron 121, homeported at Naval Air 

Station Norfolk, Virginia. He completed cruises onboard 

several carriers, including USS John C. Stennis, USS 

Dwight D. Eisenhower where he received his Enlisted 

Aviation Warfare pin, and USS Abraham Lincoln (CVN-

72). Dan accompanied the squadron on numerous 

detachments to Naval Station Roosevelt Roads, Puerto Rico in support of counter drug 

ops.  

In July 2001, Dan decided to leave active duty service to pursue a college degree and 

join the Navy Reserve. In 2004, he earned his bachelor’s degree in accounting with a 

minor in sociology. In November 2007, he was mobilized to Provincial Reconstruction 

Team Farah, Afghanistan in support of Operation Enduring Freedom. Master Chief 

Acquilano was responsible for managing 25 military and local Afghan civilians in 

operating the supply, dining and vehicle maintenance departments, the fuel farm, and 

the airfield. He also served as the Casualty Assistance Officer and the Property Book 

Officer. 

After his deployment, Dan served as the Senior Enlisted Leader for commands 

including SURGEMAIN Rochester, DLA Norfolk, Commander 7th Fleet LRC, and 

Operational Support Units Rochester and Schenectady, New York.  

Dan currently serves as a faculty advisor at the Navy Senior Enlisted Academy in 

Newport, Rhode Island after being handpicked by the Reserve Force Command Master 

Chief as one of 16 Senior Enlisted trainers. He is also a Master Mobile Trainer for the 

Navy’s Enlisted Leadership Development Course.  

Dan has received many commendations and medals for his service to our great nation. 

He has loving support from his wife, Bobbie Jean and their three sons, Daniel Jacob, 

Aidan Patrick and Dylan Alexander. 

  
MASTER CHIEF LOGISTICS SPECIALIST DAN ACQUILANO, U.S. NAVY (NOMINATED BY CHIEF 
JOSEPH A. KINNEY III) 



David Benedict 
 

Sergeant David Benedict was born in Jackson, 

Pennsylvania, where he resided for most of his early 

life. During David’s childhood, his family ran a farm as 

well as a funeral home, and he and his four siblings 

worked alongside their parents and grandparents. 

Right out of high school, David was hired at General 

Electric in Johnson City, New York. Shortly after 

starting work there, David and his twin brother were 

drafted to Vietnam.  

David and his brother attended Army basic training in 

Fort Benning, Georgia, in addition to helicopter 

maintenance school. After completing their training, 

they were sent to Bien Hoa, South Vietnam, in 1967. 

The brothers were assigned to the 501st Aviation 

Battalion.  

David was assigned to a helicopter as a door gunner, then later became a crew chief. 

His duties included all of the maintenance on the gun ship, and picking up wounded 

soldiers. He performed over 1600 flight hours.  

One of David’s close friends in the battalion was captured and taken as a prisoner of 

war. During his time as a door gunner, David was wounded in his right arm during an 

active flight. He returned to the war after he healed. In 1968, David arrived back in the 

United States and resumed working at General Electric in the defense plant. He worked 

for the next 40 years and built a family and a life. 

  
SERGEANT DAVID BENEDICT, U.S. ARMY (NOMINATED BY STEPHEN VENUTI) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Garld A. Bennett  
Garld A. Bennett, a native of Waterloo, New York, served his 

country during World War II. As part of his service, Garld was 

tasked with driving supply trucks through dangerous parts of 

Europe to get supplies to American and Allied troops. He was 

dedicated and proud to be a part of these efforts to assist the 

troops and his fellow servicemen.  

Upon returning home, Garld began serving his community. He 

was part of Finger Lakes C.B. Club Inc. for over 25 years and 

served as president.  

Following his retirement in 1973, Garld frequently helped his 

son and grandson on the family farm and took great pride in 

teaching and assisting his family. His dedication to everyday 

tasks and helping others left a lasting impact on loved ones and those in the 

community.  

Garld’s grandson, Gary, who nominated him, said he will never forget his grandfather’s 

selflessness and life lessons. 

 
GARLD A. BENNETT, U.S ARMY (NOMINATED BY GARY BURGESS) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Wayne L. Campbell 
 

Private First Class Wayne Campbell served in the U.S. 

Army and was deployed to Vietnam from 1970-1971. 

Wayne served his country with honor. For his service and 

heroism, Wayne received the Army Commendation Medal 

and the Army Commendation Medal with “V” device. He 

also received the Purple Heart for wounds suffered in 

Vietnam.  

Wayne is a 41-year member of the Veterans of Foreign 

Wars, where he is currently the department chairman for 

the Patriot’s Pen youth essay contest. He has also held the 

positions of Finger Lakes County Commander and 8th 

District Commander for the VFW. 

Wayne has been an active member of the American Legion for 30 years, a member of 

the Vietnam Veterans Association, the Cooties, and the 40&8. He is also a member of 

the Waterloo Celebrate Commemorate committee. 

Wayne and his wife, Cindy have three children, 11 grandchildren, and one great-

grandchild with another on the way. His family is everything to him. Wayne is always 

doing whatever he can to help people and his community.  

  
PRIVATE FIRST CLASS WAYNE L. CAMPBELL, U.S. ARMY (NOMINATED BY CINDY CAMPBELL) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Melvin “Jim” Creswell 
 

After graduating from Interlaken High School in 1958 and 

marrying his wife, Elnora in 1959, Airman First Class Melvin 

“Jim” Creswell joined the U.S. Air Force in 1959. He was 

stationed at Kincheloe Air Force Base in Michigan. During his 

service, Jim was the crew chief for his base commander. He 

proudly served his country from 1959-1963.  

After returning home to Ovid, New York, Jim worked at 

Koke’s TV in Ovid for many years before going to work at the 

Seneca Army Depot, where he retired in 1995 as an 

industrial plant mechanic. After retirement, Jim worked at the 

Ovid transfer station and Wick’s Lumber, while also spending 

the winter months in Bushnell, Florida since 2000.  

Jim was an active member and held many offices within the 

Ovid, Interlaken and Seneca County Pomona Grange. He was also an active member 

of the Manning-Lilla American Legion Post #463 for many years. 

Jim passed away on October 5, 2020. He and his wife, Elnora of 61 years had two sons 

together, David and Melvin Jr. and had one grandson, Shawn. 

  
AIRMAN FIRST CLASS MELVIN “JIM” CRESWELL, U.S. AIR FORCE (NOMINATED BY ELNORA 
CRESWELL) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Gerardo Diaz 
 

Sergeant First Class Gerardo Diaz came to America as 

an immigrant from Mexico. He worked hard for his 

family, learned the English language, earned his GED 

and an associate’s degree in business, and became a 

U.S. citizen. At the age of 30, Gerardo joined the Army 

National Guard to fulfill his dream of serving in the 

military.  

Gerardo loved serving so much that he made a career 

of it. In May 2020, he marked his 20th year of service 

and is still proudly serving with the National Guard. 

Gerardo was twice deployed overseas and also spent 

time protecting New York City in the year following the 

9/11 attacks.  

For his service, Gerardo has received an Army Commendation Medal; Army 

Achievement Medal; Meritorious Unit Commendation; Army Good Conduct Medal; Army 

Reserve Component Achievement Medal; National Defense Service Medal; Global War 

on Terrorism Service Medal; Iraq Campaign Medal with Campaign Star; Non-

Commissioned Officer Professional Development Ribbon; Army Service Ribbon; 

Overseas Service Ribbon; and, an Armed Forces Reserve Medal.  

Gerardo’s wife, Sherry said, “I am honored and blessed to have such a man, who loves 

the USA and is truly a patriot, as my husband.” Gerardo and Sherry have four children, 

Ashley, Theresa, Alex and Peter. 

  
SERGEANT FIRST CLASS GERARDO DIAZ, U.S. ARMY NATIONAL GUARD (NOMINATED BY 
SHERRY DIAZ) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



James T. Hughes 
 

Major James Hughes attended John Carroll University in 

Cleveland, Ohio where he was in the ROTC program. After 

graduating in May 1967, he was commissioned a 2nd 

Lieutenant in the U.S. Army as a Transportation Corps 

Officer. He was detailed to the Armor Branch for one year 

and then assigned to an Armor Battalion at Fort Hood, Texas. 

James completed training at Fort Knox, Kentucky and Fort 

Benning, Georgia, and in May 1969, completed the 

Transportation Officers Basic Course. He was promoted to 

Captain in June and reported to Vietnam in July 1969 where 

he was assigned to the 24th Transportation Battalion as the 

S4. He assumed command of 592nd Transportation Co. in 

October 1969. 

James was injured on February 14, 1970 and medevaced to the states. After 

recovering, he was assigned to Fort Eustis, Virginia in the G1 Office. After a year, 

James took command of the 1097th Transportation Co. Boats. He held multiple 

subsequent assignments in Germany and Washington, D.C. 

In 1977, James was promoted to Major. He was assigned to the Army’s Redstone 

Readiness Group where he assisted National Guard and Reserve units in training 

management. After three years, he was sent to Germany to the 229th Movements 

Control Center as XO and Corps Movement Control Officer. The unit was assigned to 

the 7th Corps and responsible for movements in a 33,000 square mile area.  

James finished his military career at the Seneca Army Depot as Chief of the 

Transportation Division and retired on June 1, 1988 with 21 years of service and several 

medals and commendations.   

James and his wife, Ellen go above and beyond for their community. James has been 

an active member of Waterloo Rotary since 1989 and served as past president and 

treasurer. He has been recognized as a member of the Paul Harris Society and the 

Bequest Society of Rotary. James is also a longtime member of Knights of Columbus, 

Association of the United States Army, American Legion, Disabled American Veterans, 

and VFW. In addition, he has served his community as a board member of Waterloo 

Library and Waterloo Historical Society, and as a member of the Seneca County 

Advisory Committee on Tourism. 

MAJOR JAMES T. HUGHES, U.S. ARMY (NOMINATED BY DORIS WOLF) 



Richard H. Houseworth 
 

Richard Houseworth enlisted in the U.S. Army in 

December 1968 and completed basic training at 

Fort Dix, New Jersey. He received further training at 

Fort Belvoir, Virginia and then trained in diesel 

engines at Fort Benning, Georgia.  

Richard was stationed in Kornwestheim, West 

Germany, near Stuttgart, with the 503rd Engineer 

Company. His company repaired heavy equipment 

and built roads for the Germans. Richard was honorably discharged from the U.S. Army 

in December 1971. 

Upon returning to the United States, Richard became a plumber and in 1976, opened 

his own business, Houseworth Heating and Plumbing. He retired in 2015, having served 

his community for 39 years, making heating, plumbing, electrical and excavation repairs 

and installations for the public in Trumansburg and surrounding towns. This was not an 

8 to 5 job, but rather, required being available to customers 24 hours a day as well as 

weekends and holidays. Richard was able to say that he had many regular customers 

who thought of him as both a professional and a friend. 

Richard has always had the unconditional and loving support of his wife, Sandra and 

their three children, Michael, Joseph and Wendy.  

 
SPECIALIST 5TH CLASS RICHARD HENRY HOUSEWORTH, U.S. ARMY (NOMINATED BY SANDRA 
L. HOUSEWORTH) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Richard C. Laude 
 

Upon joining the U.S. Army, Richard C. Laude spent one 

year at Fort Devens, Massachusetts prior to transferring to 

the 82nd Airborne for two months. He was then transferred 

to Bad Aibling, Germany where he served out the 

remainder of his military career with the 328th 

Communication Reconnaissance Company. He served 

there from 1954-1956. 

Richard has been an outstanding citizen of the Seneca 

Falls community where he and his late wife, Arlene raised 

their two children. He has always taken great pride in his 

community and has always been there to help. 

Richard has served in numerous community organizations, generously volunteering his 

time and expertise. He was a board member of the Seneca Falls Historical Society and 

the Boy Scouts, was president of the Seneca Falls Country Club, and treasurer of 

Family Counseling of the Finger Lakes. Richard was a founding board member of the 

150th anniversary celebration of the Seneca Falls Women’s Rights Convention, as well 

as the Seneca Museum of Waterways and Industries. 

Richard served as financial advisor for the Creative Choices Childcare Center, and was 

involved with the Bridgeport Fire Commission, Junior Achievement, and Seneca County 

United Way. For 10 years, he was also part of VITA (Volunteer Income Tax Assistance). 

Richard enjoyed a 47-year career at Goulds Pumps, working his way up from clerk to 

assistant treasurer.  

  
SPECIALIST RICHARD C. LAUDE, U.S. ARMY (NOMINATED BY KYLE LAUDE AND DR. KENNETH 
PADGETT)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Thomas James Lewis Jr. 
 

Thomas James Lewis Jr. enlisted in the U.S. Army in 
1945 after high school and was assigned to the 12th 
Cavalry Regiment of the 1st Cavalry Division. He was 
called to active occupation duty in Japan where he 
served from 1945-1946. Jim earned the rank of 
Technician Corporal (T5) and was honorably 
discharged in 1948.  

Jim was recalled by the Army in 1948 and was 
assigned to the 343rd General Hospital Army 
Reserve Unit in Willard, New York. He was again 

called to active duty in 1950 at the outbreak of the Korean War and was stationed at the 
10th Station Hospital in South Korea. Jim then returned to active duty in Japan at the 
Tokyo Army Hospital where he worked as the chief Non-Commissioned Officer in 
Charge of the operating room as a medical technician. Jim earned the rank of Sergeant 
and was honorably discharged in 1952 after his second tour of duty. 

For his service, Jim received the WWII Victory Medal; Occupation Medal with Star; 
Korean Service Medal;  Republic of Korea Korean War Medal; Korean War Veteran 
Memorial Medal; Cold War Medal; South Korea Ambassador For Peace Medal; and, 
New York State Medal #0723.  

Jim is a life member and past Commander of Waterloo VFW Memorial Post 6433, a 40-
year member of the Waterloo American Legion Warner VanRiper Post 435, past 
director of the Seneca County Veterans Service Agency, and was chairman of the 
Waterloo Memorial Day parade for 40 years. 

Jim is a 15-year and current member of the Finger Lakes Veterans Advisory Board for 
the Canandaigua VA Hospital, and a 15-year and current member of the Advisory Board 
for the Sampson Veterans Memorial Cemetery. 

In 2013, Jim received the prestigious Henry C. Welles Award from the board of trustees 
of the Waterloo Library and Historical Society. This award is bestowed upon a Waterloo 
resident who “…through his efforts and time has made Waterloo a better place to live, 
work, worship and enjoy.” 

At the age of 93, Sergeant Thomas James Lewis Jr. proudly, humbly and selflessly 
continues to be of service not only to his country, but also to the people of the state of 
New York, Seneca County and Waterloo. 

 

SERGEANT THOMAS JAMES LEWIS JR., U.S. ARMY (NOMINATED BY KAREN BERTINO & JANE 

SPIWAK) 



Edwin G. Nelson 

Radarman Second Class Edwin Nelson joined the U.S. Navy 

in 1943 and received basic training at Sampson Naval Base 

in Romulus, New York. He was then stationed on the USS 

DeHaven in the Pacific. The ship traveled to the Philippines, 

Hawaii, and Japan. Edwin was able to view the Peace Treaty 

signing from the ship.  

For his service in World War II, Edwin received a Victory 

Medal, American Campaign Medal, the Asiatic-Pacific 

Campaign Medal with 5 Battle Stars, and a Philippines 

Liberation Medal.  

After his discharge from the Navy, Edwin attended Syracuse University for two years. 

He spent most of his post-military life in the lumber industry. Edwin was co-owner of 

Pulaski Wood Company, Ye Olde Wood Shoppe Village, and Timber Services in 

Waterloo, New York. That is where Edwin and his wife, Jean raised their five children 

Edwin is a member of Waterloo Baptist Church and was very active in The Gideons. For 

several years, he served on the Seneca County Board of Supervisors and was twice 

chairman. He also co-founded the Real Christmas in Waterloo. Edwin is very proud of 

our country and appreciates our freedoms. 

  
RADARMAN SECOND CLASS EDWIN NELSON, U.S. NAVY (NOMINATED BY RUTH HAYWARD) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Charles Nightingale 
 

Sergeant Charles Nightingale joined the U.S. Air Force 

shortly after graduating from Waterloo Central School in 

1966. He served honorably during his four-year 

enlistment, reaching the rank of Sergeant and receiving 

a number of accolades, including the Air Force 

Commendation, National Defense Service Medal, 

Vietnam Service Medal, and Republic of Vietnam 

Campaign Medal.  

After his discharge from the Air Force in 1972, Charles 

went to college to become a teacher and received his 

master's degree in education. He taught for 30 years in the Waterloo Central School 

District and also coached football and modified baseball. 

Charles is a 40-plus year member of the Veterans of Foreign Wars Memorial Post 6433 

and American Legion Post 435 in Waterloo. At the VFW, he has served in almost every 

position and has served an unprecedented six times as Post Commander. At the 

Legion, Charles has served many years as the Post Chaplain and members appreciate 

his efforts to keep them informed about the health or passing of aging members.  

Because of Charles’s hard work and diligence as chaplain in both organizations, the 

Waterloo VFW and American Legion have a combined Honor Guard that honors 

deceased veterans. In the past few years, the Honor Guard has averaged 50 military 

funerals a year. This unit is in demand mainly because of Sergeant Nightingale’s 

perseverance to this most important final veteran salute.  

Charles and his wife, Linda have been married for 44 years and have two sons, 

Christopher and Kevin, and one grandchild, Madelyn. Charles and his wife are very 

committed to the local church and volunteer their efforts to support the community. 

  
SERGEANT CHARLES NIGHTINGALE, U.S. AIR FORCE (NOMINATED BY STAN AND MARTI 
GRELA) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



John D. Nolander  
 

On August 23, 1960, three months after graduating high 
school in Lewiston, Idaho, John D. Nolander enlisted in 
the U.S. Air Force. After basic training, he was sent to a 
Syracuse University-hosted military language school for 
nine months of intensive Russian language training. After 
six months in Texas for job training, John was sent to 
Shemya, Alaska for 13 months, followed by another 
remote assignment at the northern tip of Hokkaido, Japan. 

In 1965, as the Vietnam War loomed, John wanted to get 
involved. He volunteered for nine months of Thai language training and 12 weeks of 
Vietnamese. John was assigned to an aerial reconnaissance unit in Okinawa, Japan 
where he spent just over three years flying combat missions in RC-135s and EC-130s. 
In that time, he accrued more than 150 combat missions, providing direct support to 
strike aircraft and collecting information on North Vietnamese Air Force actions and 
capabilities. 

John then returned to the states for an Air Force-sponsored college degree and was 
commissioned as a 2nd Lieutenant. After more specialized training, he returned to 
Okinawa to continue flying combat missions as an Airborne Mission Supervisor 
responsible for an intelligence collection crew of 25 linguists and other specialists.  

During six years of flying, John accrued more than 4,000 hours of combat and combat 
support missions earning 15 Air Medals and 13 stars on his Vietnam campaign ribbon. 
John received a letter of recognition and appreciation from Commanding General of 
Pacific Air Forces for participation in the November 1970 Son Tay Raid to rescue 
Prisoners of War.   

John’s wife, son and daughter were with him for both assignments in Okinawa and 
subsequent assignments back in the states. John’s daughter was even born at a military 
hospital in Okinawa. 

Returning to the states after his second tour in Okinawa, John retrained as a missile 
launch officer and spent four years working at F.E. Warren Air Base in Wyoming. His 
crew was named SAC missile crew of the month for its response to possible hostile 
actions against their security police team on a missile site. 

Captain John Nolander spent his final three years in the service as the Air Force Special 
Security Officer and interim Chief of Intelligence at the Air Force Research Laboratory in 
Rome, New York. His Air Force career, enlisted and commissioned time, spanned 22 
years.  

 

CAPTAIN JOHN D. NOLANDER, U.S. AIR FORCE (NOMINATED BY JOHN NOLANDER) 



Thomas D. Rapalee  
 

Thomas Rapalee served in the U.S. Marine Corps from 

1979-1983, in the U.S. Army Reserve from 1983-1994, and 

in the U.S. Navy Seabees from 1995-2005.  

Thomas served as a heavy equipment operator in the U.S. 

Marines, and was deployed to Japan from 1982-1983. He 

then served as a combat engineer and a drill sergeant in the 

U.S. Army Reserve. After his Army service, Thomas joined 

the U.S. Navy Seabees as a utility tech until 2005. During 

that time, he was deployed to Operation Enduring Freedom 

from 2001-2002. During his nearly 25-year career, Thomas 

was stationed at Palms, California, Camp Lejeune in 

Jacksonville, North Carolina, and Iwakuni, Japan.  

Due to his outstanding service, Thomas received the Battle E Award, Overseas Ribbon, 

Conduct with 6 Stars, Deployment Ribbon, National Defense, and Humanitarian 

Reserve Component.  

A resident of Interlaken, Thomas continued to serve the community where he and his 

wife, Cheryl raised their two sons, Aaron and Thomas. He has had a positive influence 

on the youth of the community through this involvement with Little League Baseball and 

as a Boy Scout troop leader. Thomas has also impacted the lives of other veterans as 

a member of the Vietnam Legacy Vet Club. He participates in motorcycle rides to 

benefit veterans, escorts fallen heroes, and places wreaths on veterans’ graves at 

Christmas and flags on Memorial Day. 

  
PETTY OFFICER 1ST CLASS THOMAS D. RAPALEE, U.S. NAVY SEABEES (NOMINATED BY 
RALPH WALBORN) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Michael Sinicropi 
 

Petty Officer Second Class Michael Sinicropi 

serves in the U.S. Navy. On board the USS 

Dubuque (LPD-8), Mike was a navigational 

plotter, a high-pressure and highly-visible 

position that required precision, communication, 

organization and agility of both mind and body. 

He interpreted position, speed, time, distance 

and direction to officers in under a minute to 

provide safe passage during harbor transits. 

Mike was responsible for piloting and correcting 

hundreds of navigational charts, covering over 

50,000 nautical miles at sea, including restricted waters and harbor transits.  

Mike has conducted over 10 maritime boardings of Iranian vessels in the Persian Gulf 

as part of the ship's Visits Board Search and Seizure Team (VBSS). He has conducted 

operations with Mexican, Indian, Australian, French and British Naval Forces worldwide. 

For his service, Mike has earned two Navy and Marine Commendation Medals, the 

Good Conduct Medal, two Sea Service Ribbons, the Iraqi Freedom Campaign Medal, 

the National Defense Medal, and Expert Rifle and Pistol Medals.  

Mike and his wife, Devon Messecar, a Major in the Air Force, are graduates of 

Mynderse Academy. They have both proudly served our great nation. 

 
PETTY OFFICER SECOND CLASS MICHAEL SINICROPI, U.S. NAVY (NOMINATED BY FRANK 
SINICROPI) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Eric Sloughter Jr. 
 

Lance Corporal Eric Sloughter Jr. served for four years 

in the U.S. Marine Corps. In 2009, he was deployed to 

Iraq where he assisted in the closing of multiple bases 

there.  

During his service in Iraq, Lance Corporal Sloughter 

suffered an injury. Despite that injury, he continued to 

perform his duties. In 2011, he was released from 

active duty and returned home to his wife and 

daughter.  

For his dedicated service, Lance Corporal Sloughter 

received the Iraqi Campaign Medal with Bronze Star, 

Sea Service Deployment Ribbon, Global War on 

Terrorism Medal, National Defense Ribbon, and the 

Marksman Rifle Badge.  

Lance Corporal Sloughter has endured several health issues dating back to his time in 

the service. Nonetheless, he is always willing to assist another veteran who is in need of 

help, and is constantly offering to support people in need. 

 
LANCE CORPORAL ERIC SLOUGHTER JR., U.S. MARINE CORPS (NOMINATED BY TAMMY 
SLOUGHTER) 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Edward J. Walawender  

At 93 years old, Corporal Edward Jerome Walawender 

has a lifetime of experience serving his country. 

Edward began his service in the U.S. Army in 1945, 

providing security on a mountain pass near Salzburg, 

Austria. After World War II, he guarded German POWs 

and provided security as they were escorted back to 

trial in Germany. After receiving the WWII European 

Theater Operations Commendation, Private First Class 

Walawender left the Army in 1947. 

Upon his return to the United States, Edward started 

work as a plumber and steamfitter in Auburn, New 

York. While continuing to serve in the National Guard, 

attaining the rank of Corporal, he worked in 

maintenance at International Harvester. 

Though he had never flown in an airplane, Edward’s brother encouraged him to learn to 

be a pilot, telling him “You can do it, Ed!” In one of his proudest moments, after using 

the GI Bill to take flying classes, Edward received his single engine pilot license in 1948. 

Soon thereafter, he began working as a civilian for the Air Force at Sampson Air Force 

Base. He was in charge of the heating systems throughout the base as the Korean War 

started. Following changes at Sampson, Edward transferred to Seneca Army Depot 

where he became lead foreman and worked for 33 years. 

After retirement, Edward continued to volunteer as a communicant at Holy Cross 

Catholic Church and as a member of Ovid VFW Post 6200 where he serves on the 

Color Guard. He also took part in the 2013 Honor Flight program.  

Edward and his late wife, Katherine raised their nine children, Edward Jr., Brian, Kim 

Marie, Kathy, Julie, Vicki, Jimmy, Steve, and Jeffrey to know that attitude is everything. 

After watching his fellow soldiers overcome amputations in WWII and achieve great 

success in their lives, Edward spent his lifetime teaching those around him to never give 

up. 

 

CORPORAL EDWARD JEROME WALAWENDER, U.S. ARMY NATIONAL GUARD (NOMINATED BY 
ALEXANDER A. HUMULOCK) 

 


