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I know that I don’t know much about the topic, but I believe 

that we should be grateful, more than we have at least. I must 

admit, me and almost everyone else can be quite a bit ungrateful 

sometimes, many times I feel a pang of being unappreciative. I 

realize now that life isn’t always about being comfortable though I 

cannot be talking, I, myself, have been in my PJ’s all day. I’m saying 

that we should recognize our good fortune. 

The Apostle Paul wrote in his letter to the Philippians that he 

had learned what it was to have plenty, and what it was to live in 

want. This is the guy who was once a respected Roman Noble, 

converted to Christianity, got horsewhipped (literally), shipwrecked 

and imprisoned. Paul really knew how to be grateful through even 

life-threatening circumstances. He went through extreme lengths to 

minister to people. 

 In the entire world of 7 billion people, roughly 1 in 10 people 

live in extreme poverty for everyday life. This made me feel quite 

guilty knowing that a whole 1/10 of the world lives in poverty, when 

I complain about cleaning my room. I don’t think of the people who 

suffered in concentration camps. When I complain about eating 

vegetables, there are people in the world who would give anything 

to get a taste of a brussels sprout. 

Throughout history, people have suffered through extreme 

wars and depressions while some people have sat back and relaxed. 

Like the Holocaust, where was the help? America stayed in the 

safety behind our borders when Nazi Germany attacked the world. 

Only when Japanese bombers hit Pearl Harbor did we care about the 



hurting of others. After it affected us, then we acted. You see, we 

waited until the lives of our country were threatened, not the lives of 

others.  

What I am thankful for this Thanksgiving is that I have so many 

good friends. It’s easier to get through life having a friend to help get 

you through. I am also thankful for my family; they encourage me 

and help me to work hard and learn. This year it’s been especially 

hard for doctors and nurses. I am thankful for their great work to 

help stop Covid-19. I am thankful for all the people that help our 

country like the Marines, the NAVY, the Air Force, and other military 

groups. I am thankful for the teachers that have taught through the 

pandemic on zoom or in person (including my mom.) 

All of us struggle to stay grateful and it’s hard! We just need to 

reflect on how lucky we are to be ourselves, whenever you’re 

annoyed doing the laundry like myself today or wanting the new 

cooler hoverboard rather than the one you’re stuck with, just think 

about the blessings we have been given. We need to trust God 

through whatever he does. Jesus said, “For in this world you will 

have trouble, but take heart, I have overcome the world.” That’s 

what I wanted you to learn today. I know that God has blessed me 

through and through. 

 


