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      She is the light of my life, the one who pulled me 
from my hole and helped me begin a happy chapter. 
Her name is Dakota, my first dog and part of my 
family. She understands me, plays with me, and loves 
me. It is crazy how people say the dog is man's best 
friend when in reality they are more than that. They 
are our pride, happiness, and family. 
      From the day I picked her from the litter, I knew 
she was the one. All of her siblings were cute and 
would make great pets, but Dakota was set apart. 
Words can't describe the feeling both of us had, but 
we were connected almost like destiny was bringing 
us together. For the first time in a while I began to feel 
a beat in my chest, like a pounding that was only 
familiar from back when I was at my best and happy. 
Suddenly, I once again felt happiness and regained 
the will to succeed and make my life have meaning. 
She would be my first step towards this meaning.  
      I raised her from 10 weeks old and we created 
many memories along the way. We laughed, cried, 
played, learned tricks, slept together, and most of all 
created a bond deeper than the earth's core. As a 
puppy she was just a little fluff ball splattered with 
brown, black, gray, orange, and white all throughout 
her body. As she grew, she began to look fierce. The 
splattered colors slowly began to come together 
making beautiful patterns. Her face became black 
with her ears becoming a memorizing orange/bronze 
color. Her body was black with spots of beige as an 
undercoat, and her paws looked like she was wearing 
shoes due to the orange covering only her feet. In the 
sunlight when her tail wagged you could see the 
glimmer of the rainbow of colors that filled her tail. 
She was beautiful. 
     Since the day I added Dakota to my life she has 
changed me as a person. She is the reason I am who I 
am today. There is an old saying about how your 
personality will rub off on your dog. I don't believe 
this though; I truly believe your dog will influence 
your personality for the better. She has given me a 
new outlook on my life and provided me a way to 
become better. I am thankful she came into my life for 
it has forever changed.


