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10-year

% change

SUNY Total -20.9%

State-Operated -4.9%

Doctoral 

Institutions 10.4%
Research 

University Centers 11.2%

Comprehensive 

Colleges -20.4%

Technology 

Colleges -9.3%

Community 

Colleges -35.2%

Enrollment at SUNY Over 10 Years

The pandemic accelerated, but did 

not create enrollment challenges in 

higher education.  

Not all sectors have had the same 

experience. Growth has been strong 

in our doctoral and university 

centers. The sector driving the 

overall decline is the community 

college sectors. Community 

colleges make up about ~half the 

enrollment for SUNY. 
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Higher Education Must Better Connect With 

Individuals Who Need Post Secondary Education 
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70%
Of all new jobs created in the United States will 

require some post-secondary credential by 

2027.

Source: Goldie Blumenstyk, “By 2020, They Said, 2 Out of 3 Jobs Would Need More Than a

High-School Diploma. Were They Right?”, The Chronicle of Higher Education (January 20,

2020)
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Enrollment Challenge

Is Really An Equity Challenge.
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Pre-COVID 

Income & Education

A widening gap.

Source: Gains and Gaps: Changing Inequality in U.S. College Entry and Completion

80%

29%

68%

32%

Richest 25 Percent Poorest 25 Percent

Enroll in College Graduate by 25
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PK-12 Student 

Enrollment

% Economically 

Disadvantaged

% Black, 

Hispanic, or 

Native 

American

High School 

Graduation 

Rate

New York State Total 2,581,069 57% 46% 85%

Buffalo Public School District 30,674 82% 67% 76%

Rochester Public School District 25,017 90% 87% 68%

Syracuse Public School District 19,011 81% 64% 71%

Albany, Schenectady, Troy Public 

School Districts
21,695 71% 57% 75%

Yonkers Public School District 24,633 80% 77% 91%

New York City Public School 

Districts
1,033,669 75% 67% 79%

PK-12 Public School District Demographics

SUNY System Administration Office of Institutional Research and Data Analytics  ::  November 15, 2021

Source:  New York State Education Department (NYSED), data.nysed.gov, 2019-20
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U.S. Census Bureau, 2019 ACS 5-

Year Estimates Data Profiles; 

select metrics

Total 

Population

(all ages)

25 Years and 

Older 

Without a 

College Degree

Unemployment

Rate

Poverty 

Rate

New York State Total 19,572,319 7,455,890 (55%) 3.4% 10.4%

Buffalo Public School District 256,480 104,725 (63%) 4.2% 24.8%

Rochester Public School District 206,848 85,790 (65%) 6.3% 26.7%

Syracuse Public School District 142,874 54,306 (62%) 5.2% 23.9%

Albany, Schenectady, Troy Public 

School Districts
203,991 73,424 (57%) 5.0% * 14.6% *

Yonkers Public School District 199,968 80,867 (59%) 4.2% 11.6%

New York City Public School Districts 8,419,316 3,297,980 (56%) 4.0% 14.6%

General Population Demographics

* Data not available for Troy; numbers shown are for Albany and Schenectady school districts only

SUNY System Administration Office of Institutional Research and Data Analytics  ::  November 15, 2021

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey, 2019 ACS 5-Year Estimates Data Profiles
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Applicant and 

Student City of NYS 

Permanent Residence

Applicants 

to SUNY, 

2016

Applicants 

to SUNY, 

2021

5-Year % 

Change in 

Applicants

Enrollme

nt at 

SUNY, 

Fall 2016

Enrollment 

at SUNY, Fall 

2021

5-Year % Change 

in Enrollment

Non Major Metro NYS 105,951 99,960 -6% 291,481 245,586 -16%

Buffalo 4,032 3,448 -14% 12,622 11,327 -10%

Rochester 2,691 2,295 -15% 13,418 9,518 -29%

Syracuse 1,220 967 -21% 7,357 5,509 -25%

Albany, Schenectady, 

Troy
2,207 1,896 -14% 10,730 8,888 -17%

Yonkers 979 995 +2% 3,411 2,884 -16%

New York City 40,095 37,393 -7% 46,876 42,889 -9%

5-Year Changes in SUNY Applicants and Enrollment

SUNY System Administration Office of Institutional Research and Data Analytics  ::  November 16, 2021

Sources:  SUNY Enrollment Management and SIRIS Data Warehouses
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Higher Education Must Better Connect With 

Individuals Who Need Post Secondary Education 
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Higher Education Equals Social & Economic Mobility

9.9

8.4
7.2 7.1 6.8

1.9

Cal State - Los
Angeles

SUNY - Stony Brook CUNY System Glendale Comm.
College

U Texas - El Paso Average College in
the U.S.

Percent of students who come from families in bottom fifth and reach 
top fifth of income distribution

Source: The Equality of Opportunity Project 

Access + Excellence
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Our Mission Is Our Future.
This is SUNY for All.
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SUNY 

FOR ALL

Break out of traditional model

Go into communities

Bring all partners together

Lower barriers and provide support

Build a system of lifelong learning

FOUNDATIONS:

1

2

3

4

5
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INDIVIDUAL

Full-Time
Part-Time
Non-Matric

SUNY FOR ALL

OnlineMODE

Workforce 

Training 

Center

SUNY Online

Campus 

Online
Job

Residential Hybrid

EOC
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Campus

Open SUNY

Online In-Person

System helps with menu of support

as needed:

• Coaches

• EOP

• Scholarships

• PLA

• Transfer 

Credits
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Focus on Student, Not Institution
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Concurrent Enrollment in Community Colleges

40% increase since 2011

Early College High Schools: Breaking down traditional education barriers
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Enhanced Student Support: Access

• Child care (also created 

experiential learning opportunities 

for students). 

• Mental health $25M

• Combatting food insecurity (SNAP 

expansion)

• Technology (10K laptops 

purchased)

• Eliminated application fee for low-

income students
SUNY’s Program to Auto Enroll 10K Eligible Students into SNAP.



SUNY THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK

• Expanded EOP program

• New Medical EOP Program

• Expanded by 1,000 slots

• EOP Ambassador Program

• Added 5 new SUNY 

community colleges to 

program

• Re-Enroll to Complete 

• First-Ever Chancellor 

Dissertation Awards

• SUNY Prepare Innovation and 

Internship Program 

Enhanced Student Support: Excellence

First cohort of the new SUNY Medical EOP Program.
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• PRODiG—41% of all new faculty 

hired last year were diverse 

• Hispanic Leadership Institute 

Enhanced Student Support: Great Teachers, Great 

Students

Announcing Second PRODiG Faculty Class in New Paltz.
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White, 293,884, 62.8%

White, 197,746, 53.4%

Asian, 21,651, 4.6%

Asian, 29,122, 7.9%

Non-Underrepresented Multi, 
1,148, 0.2%

Non-Underrepresented Multi, 
3,024, 0.8%

Hispanic/Latino, 40,468, 8.6%

Hispanic/Latino, 53,704, 14.5%

Black or African American, 
43,820, 9.4%

Black or African American, 
37,976, 10.3%

Underrepresented Multi, 
4,685, 1%

Underrepresented Multi, 
7,668, 2.1%

Other Race Ethnicity, 2,531, 
0.5%

Other Race Ethnicity, 1,685, 
0.5%

Non-resident alien, 19,408, 
4.1%

Non-resident alien, 17,671, 
4.8%

Unknown, 40,411, 8.6%

Unknown, 21,518, 5.8%
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URM, 
101,033, 

27.3%

URM, 
91,504 
19.6 %

Other Race Ethnicity includes Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islanders and Native American or Alaska Native

SUNY Overall Enrollment by Race/Ethnicity Fall 2011 and Fall 2021 
(includes FT and PT, Undergraduate and Graduate)
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Fall 2021 Enrollment at SUNY by Race/Ethnicity Compared to Fall 2020 
Race/Ethnicity Distribution of Total SUNY Faculty (Full-time and Part-time)

Enrollment Total Faculty

White Black Hispanic Asian Pacific 

Islander
American 

Indian
Two or More 

Races

Unknown Non-Resident 

Alien

SUNY System Administration Office of Institutional Research and Data Analytics  ::  November 15, 2021 Source: SUNY Data Warehouse

<0.1%
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Lifelong Learning: Create State of the Art SUNY 

Credential System 

• 36M Americans have some college, no 

degree. 

• 833K NYers between 25-44

• 2.1M NYers 25+

• Although took college courses and 

learned skills, some stepped out without 

traditional Bachelor, Associates, Masters, 

PhD. 

• To transform higher education and meet 

workforce demand we propose 

SUNY/NYS create the model credential 

system. 
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SUNY is Affordable But We Need to Keep it that Way

$17,747 

$9,336 

$4,178 

 $-

 $2,000

 $4,000

 $6,000

 $8,000

 $10,000

 $12,000

 $14,000

 $16,000

 $18,000

V
e

rm
o

n
t

N
ew

 H
am

p
sh

ir
e

P
e

n
n

sy
lv

an
ia

N
ew

 J
e

rs
e

y

Ill
in

o
is

C
o

n
n

ec
ti

cu
t

M
ic

h
ig

an

V
ir

gi
n

ia

R
h

o
d

e 
Is

la
n

d

M
as

sa
ch

u
se

tt
s

D
e

la
w

ar
e

So
u

th
 C

ar
o

lin
a

M
in

n
es

o
ta

O
re

go
n

O
h

io

A
ri

zo
n

a

C
o

lo
ra

d
o

K
e

n
tu

ck
y

A
la

b
am

a

Te
xa

s

M
ai

n
e

H
aw

ai
i

W
as

h
in

gt
o

n

Te
n

n
es

se
e

M
ar

yl
an

d

N
o

rt
h

 D
ak

o
ta

Lo
u

is
ia

n
a

In
d

ia
n

a

C
al

if
o

rn
ia

M
is

so
u

ri

Io
w

a

K
an

sa
s

SU
N

Y

So
u

th
 D

ak
o

ta

A
rk

an
sa

s

O
kl

ah
o

m
a

W
is

co
n

si
n

N
eb

ra
sk

a

G
eo

rg
ia

M
is

si
ss

ip
p

i

A
la

sk
a

W
e

st
 V

ir
gi

n
ia

D
is

tr
ic

t 
o

f 
C

o
lu

m
b

ia

N
ev

ad
a

Id
ah

o

N
ew

 M
ex

ic
o

N
o

rt
h

 C
ar

o
lin

a

U
ta

h

M
o

n
ta

n
a

Fl
o

ri
d

a

W
yo

m
in

g

P
u

er
to

 R
ic

o

2021/22 Average Public Four-Year Resident Tuition and Fees
SUNY vs. 50 States, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico

$10,740: US Average
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SUNY is Affordable But We Need to Keep it that Way
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The standard of education 

ought to be elevated… 

education is the chief of our 

responsibilities.”

— Gov. William H. Seward, Annual Message 

to the Legislature, 1839 
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