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Thank you Chairwoman Kruger, Chairwoman Weinstein, and members of the Senate Finance
and Assembly Ways and Means committees for the opportunity to weigh in on Governor
Cuomo’s FY 2020/2021 Executive Budget.

Catskill Mountainkeeper’s mission is to protect our region’s wild lands and natural resources,
support smart development to sustainably grow our economy, nurture healthy communities,
and accelerate the transition to a 100% clean energy future in New York and beyond.

Testimony Overview
Given the breadth of our mission, many facets of the New York State Budget are of interest to
Mountainkeeper. Our testimony covers the Climate Leadership Act, the Environmental
Protection Fund, funding efforts to fight the Hemlock Woolly Adelgid, staffing at the
Department of Environmental Conservation, the Plastic Bag Ban, expanding the Bottle Bill, the
Offshore Drilling Ban, the wetland mapping amendments, and tackling the issue of Food Waste.

Climate Leadership Act
The climate crisis is our generation’s defining issue and Catskill Mountainkeeper calls on our
state leaders to do everything in their power to face the challenge head-on. If New York does it
right, the challenge we face will become our greatest opportunity--the opportunity to move to
a renewable energy future grounded in justice, create jobs, and mitigate the impacts of rising
seas and a changing climate.

It is New York’s right and duty to act on climate. Detractors and special interests will argue that
regardless of what New York does, it will not be enough. Or they may say that New York can’t
afford to lead. These are lies. If New York State were an independent nation, it would rank as
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the 12th or 13th largest economy in the world--what we do here matters. Climate policy will
impact our economic policy. We have the opportunity to massively invest in renewable energy,
communities, and workers while driving markets nationally, thereby making a global impact.

Further, we can’t afford not to act. “The true cost of climate change is felt in our hospitals and
in our lungs. The health burden of polluting energy sources is now so high, that moving to
cleaner and more sustainable choices for energy supply, transport and food systems effectively
pays for itself,” says Dr Maria Neira, WHO Director of Public Health, Environmental and Social
Determinants of Health. “When health is taken into account, climate change mitigation is an
opportunity, not a cost.

Catskill Mountainkeeper wholeheartedly appreciates the Governor’s work to lift up the issue by
including it in his executive budget. It’s also a testament to the work of the New Yorkers from
Montauk to Buffalo who have fought for climate action in our state. And we certainly wouldn’t

be at this point in the conversation without leadership from the New York State Assembly and

constant pressure from Majority Leader Stewart Cousins her colleagues in the Senate.

Governor Cuomo’s budget proposal is an attempt to embrace the issue by moving energy
production to carbon-free sources, and transitioning the energy sector is a big part of what

must happen. But the remainder of the proposal contains some fatal flaws:

1. Its main goal is “carbon neutrality” which is very different from carbon reduction,
carbon limits, or eliminating emissions, and leaves the door open for a number of false
climate “solutions.”

2. The Climate Leadership Act does little to identify or empower environmental justice (EJ)
communities.

3. Though the Act sets a goal of reducing carbon emissions economy-wide, it sets no
enforceable limits.

Carbon Neutrality is the Wrong Goal
New York needs climate policy that sets enforceable limits and drives changes that lead to

greenhouse gas emission reductions and ultimately elimination. Predicating climate policy on
the goal of “carbon neutrality” sends our state in the wrong direction, and leaves loopholes for

ongoing greenhouse gas emissions. Further, this wrong goal could actually slow the transition
we need to a renewable energy future.
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Carbon neutrality implies that New York can continue to spew climate pollution and simply
offset it elsewhere through sequestration or market-based cap and trade programs. This is the
wrong approach.

There are carbon sequestration benefits to preserving and managing open space like the
Adirondacks and the Catskills as well as preserving farmland. New York should implement
policies to enhance these efforts.

But there are a number of problems with cataloguing and relying upon sequestration as a
cornerstone of climate policy: first, sequestration helps address the excess carbon in the
atmosphere but does not influence the real problem which is our society is simply burning too
many fossil fuels. Second, it only accounts for carbon--trees and agricultural practices do not
sequester methane or other greenhouse gasses and co-pollutants emitted by New York’s
economy. And third, it leaves open the door to a cap and trade program, which allows polluters
to continue polluting. Given that many of the state’s largest sources of greenhouse gasses are
located in Ei communities, this allows an unjust system of oppression through pollution to
continue. Obtaining emissions reduction for impacted frontline communities should be just as
important as GHG reductions.

The Problem With Cap & Trade

Greenhouse gasses are emitted alongside co-pollutants like particulate matter and air toxins
when fossil fuels are burned. These co-pollutants have major public health impacts for the
communities where they are emitted, so while cap & trade programs may help to reduce
pollution overall, they still allow harmful emissions in the areas where the sources are located.
Using carbon trading as a market mechanism to fight climate change does not mandate any
carbon or co-pollutant reductions at any specific facility or location. And the polluting sources
are more likely to be sited in disadvantaged communities and communities of color--those
already on the front lines of the climate crisis.

The markets are not based on morals or humane priorities; we cannot rely on the markets to
advance equity. For these reasons, many grassroots and community groups nationwide do not
support and actively fight this type of policy.

Environmental Justice
While the Climate Leadership Act includes components to address some Ei issues, it does not
direct the state to identify Ei communities or direct spending to EJ communities. New York
must distribute state resources proportionally to EJ communities in order to achieve the
governor’s goals for climate justice. This type of policy will ensure that those communities have



• Continued financial support for the Maurice D. Hinchey Catskill Interpretive Center as
the Visitor Center for the Catskill Park and the gateway to the Catskills region. Continue
advancing NYSDEC projects (ie., fire tower, cabin, green infrastructure) on site.

• Support green infrastructure in new projects across the Catskill Park including electric
vehicle charging stations and solar panel installations at State Campgrounds, the Catskill
Interpretive Center and at Belleayre Ski Center ($500,000)

• Continued funding of the Belleayre Ski Center Unit Management Plan for projects not
related to private resort expansion

• New funding for Catskill Park Scenic Byways to support regional byway coordination and
management efforts led the Mountain Cloves Scenic Byway and the Catskill Mountain
Scenic Byway organizations ($250,000)

• Catskills Economic Development funding line in the amount of $500,000 directed
towards the Catskill Watershed Corporation for shovel-ready access and stewardship
projects across the Catskill Park.

Ban the Bag
Plastic pollution poisons our environment. Governor Cuomo’s executive budget bans plastic
bags, putting our state on the path to protecting wildlife and water quality while addressing an
ongoing litter issue. But if New York bans single use plastic bag5 without putting a fee on other
single use bags, we’d be bunting when we need a grand slam.

Catskill Mountainkeeper conducts roadside cleanups, and the bulk of litter we gather is plastic.
Thin-film plastic bags are abundant and they never decompose or biodegrade. Banning most
single-use bags is exactly what New York needs to do. But if we do so without placing a fee on
other single-use bags, we’re trading one problem for another.

The Legislature must remedy this: in order to be effective, a bag ban must be accompanied by a
fee on all other single-use bags, both plastic and paper. Further, any law passed at the state
level must not preempt other initiatives that are as strong or stronger as the state law.

Expand the Bottle Bill
In our roadside cleanups and out on the hiking trails, we’ve seen first-hand that while drink
bottles without a five-cent deposit litter our roadways and hiking trails, we rarely find
redeemable bottles. Applying the five-cent deposit to additional beverages will help prevent
litter, and is exactly what the Catskiills need. We applaud Governor Cuomo’s commitment to
expanding our bottle redemption laws and encourage the Legislature to include the expansion
in the final budget.



Tackling Food Waste

Food waste makes up 18% of our municipal solid waste stream. The vast majority of this food is
disposed of in landfills where it breaks down and releases methane, a greenhouse gas that’s
nearly 30 times more potent than carbon dioxide in trapping heat.

Nearly one in seven New Yorkers lacks consistent access to sufficient food. In Sullivan County
alone, 12% of our population is food insecure, according to Feeding America. And we are
throwing away wholesome food that could instead help feed our fellow citizens in need.

New York needs policy to holistically address food issues in New York by preventing, recovering
and recycling food waste. We should require the state’s largest food waste generators to
donate excess food and to recycle food scraps. Paired with related funding and administrative
actions, such a policy will feed hungry New Yorkers, fight climate change, and generate jobs in
communities around New York.

Support the Offshore Drilling Ban

The executive budget proposes an offshore drilling ban. As it is in New York’s interests to limit
our greenhouse gas emissions and keep fossil fuels in the ground, Catskill Mountainkeeper
strongly supports this proposal and urges the state to ban all new fossil fuel infrastructure.

Amend Wetland Mapping Law

In order for these newly mapped wetlands to receive NYS protection they must go through a
map amendment process, which requires public notice. Currently state law requires that 2
certified notices must go to every landowner adjacent to a wetland subject to a DEC map
amendment process. (at $6.75 a mailing) In addition, notices must go to at least 2 newspapers.
This adds up to hundreds of thousands of dollars in mailing costs to the Department of
Environmental Conservation—money that could be better spent. Catskill Mountainkeeper
supports the governor’s proposal to eliminate the certified mailing requirement.

Conclusion
Thank you so much for accepting Catskill Mountainkeeper’s testimony. Please do not hesitate
to reach out with any questions, wes@c iI[qntainkeçpepçg or 845-439-1230.
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