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Good Morning.

My name is Rice Allen; I am the I ‘resident of’ the New York School Bus Contractors Association
and the Regional Manager (hr Ihe ‘Irans (iroLip. We operate over 1500 school buses Ibm Ulster
(o on ty down to Su fIb 1k County, N ‘V.

I am here tod av proudly representing the New York School I us (‘ontractors Association. We are
an organization comprising nearly I 00 p ‘ate ii I transportation companies that provide sa Iè.
‘el iable and cost—c flcti ye student transportation for over 300 school districts in New York State

—— transporting over 2 million children a clay.

In add it ion, school bus contractors employ approximately 50.000 people with good pay ng jobs
with benefits and operate roughly 30,000 school vehicles iii New York State.

I want to thank all the members of the joint committee on education br al’Ibrcling the New York
School Bus Contractors Association t lie opportunity to present an overview of our 20 I 9—2020

budget recoin nendat ions.

We app cc late tie positive wo king relation sh Ii we have w th the leg slat ii ic, (love rnor. [lie school
ci istric Is we serve and the over 50,000 pm ‘essionals who work to make sure every student is
pro vi dccl a sa Fe ri tIc to a nil I’m in school. School h uses are, and have always been, the sa lest way
(hr children to travel to and loin school. School buses also are the sa lest lhrm of transportation
bar none; a Ilict we are extremely proud of anti vork very hard for.



[his car. we are recommending the legislature once again include a sales tax exemption br school
btmses and related items used hr pupil traiisporiatmon in the 2019—2020 executive budget.

On average, more than 58.000 ol sales tax s charged br each new school bus that IS Oil the road.
‘I he cosi associated vi th this tax -as well as taxes on school bus parts and fuel — is passed along

from transportation providers to school districts. School districts, which are Waded by both local
tax payers and the state. ate Ibreed to use the i’esou ices of residents. mid even niore i i’oiiical lv. the
state itselt in the form ol’ school aid. to hind its own tax. ‘[here is simply no public beneFit to the
sales tax structure imposed on school buses. l’urtlicrinoi’e, exemption Horn stiles tax would help
control school property taxes through the conipeti tive bid process.

I U iii i iati ng stiles tax on school buses would also serve to o FRet a variety 01’ unpredictable and
uncoiit roil able financial challenges he i rig school bus operators today. ftoiu clean—fuel regulations
to rising insurance premiums. Sales tax rcliel’would allow the school bus industry in New York to
address w age increases br school bus drivers. matrons and other transportation personnel. as well
as allowing purchases ol additional safety cqLiipineni mid resources. One ol our greatest duties is
to protect our ciii ldm’en by iiiainlai ning and con tin Lit, liv tipgnidi nu our states fleet of yellow buses
so t I iat mi r cliii dcii lie tie lit from the latest tee Ii ml og i es aid are cii sti red tie In ghest level o ‘ sa Fe b’
\\ itliout strtuning a school districts budget.

And to iftlcl a bit of perspective. if’ the stiiiie contractor decided to instead buy a yacht, ‘acehiorse.
p1 tine. ferry boat, tractor. scm i—ti’ai Icr. fishing vessel, coach bus or transit bus, any o I’ those could
quahi l’ b’ full ot’ partial stiles tax exemptions. ‘[he legislature and Govei’nor exempted pritite
coach buses from the sales tax back in the iii id—90’ s because o I’ the public and cii vi ron mental

benefits 01’ riding a bus’: it seenis logical that school buses wh cli produce direct public and

environmental beneFits should receive the same trcatnicnt.

‘(‘he New Yoi’k School B u (‘ontm’actors Association also supports Govei’noi’ (uonio proposal in

his executive budget to increase tile penalties lbr drivers who illegally pass a school has. a
the association has actively supported or tile bet icr pat of decade. ‘I lie single niost important tIn ng
that we do as school bus contractors is to provide the sa lest ‘ide possi Ill e to and l’rom school,
linloittuintely. with estimates showing as many as 50.000 drivers in New York illegally passing a
stopped school bus every day school is ill session. ii is clear that as a state, more needs to be done
to ensure niaxiniuni student salCtv. Illegal passing is (lie biggest threat w school bus riders today.

‘l’herelbre. the association is renewing its call fur driver education surrounding school bus safety.

\Veare actively supporting Assemnhlvwonlali linda Rosenthal (;\13605) and Senator Ailna
kaplans bill (Xli 2960) wllieh would educate New York driers about the dangers of illegally
passing a school bus by requiring a sellool bus sa l’ely coin ponent to the pre—l icensi ng i ttcn test
gi vei’ liv t lie I )epa ‘tm en t oh’ M (ito r V clii ci es a id ni a ndatc that there be at I cast oil e q nest ion

perttn ni ng to school bus sa lbtv. I Thsuring that dii vers are educated about tile rules ol’ the road
belbm’e being licensed h’ N YS is the critical first step.

‘I ‘he Governo rs budget proposal would also authorize school districts to install stop—arni cameras
on school buses and rcqu ic St adents to vear setit bells vlii Ic on school buses. ‘bile Association is
iii lhvor of all decisions regarding stop arm cumuei’tis tuid use of’ seat belt to lie made at the local



school ci istrict level where they have the most lam ii ian ty with the challenges in regard to lund log.
11111 ig. en ‘orcenient. safety. and I labi lit)’ 155UC5.

As transponiation providers fbi more than hall’oC the school—age children in this stale, we have a
record ol salety. quality, and cost elThctiveness that is unparalleled. We are potid of the work we

do. and the services we provide. Wee always striving to do helter or the school districts who

entrust us with those services too.

We are here today, not asking or an I iiC lease Iii spending for school transpo rtati oti, instead we a ‘c

here to provide the IcuislatLire with our professional insights, opinion and to provides smarl htiduet

ohitiolls that will help control spending. and most of’ all, ensure we are able to provide the salst

school t ransportati on services possible thank you ver ni tieb or your ti iiie today We are here
in help. so please do not hesilate to call upon us. We look forward to vorki ng with von antI the

( lovemor to iii prove ot r transportation system, red Lice unneeessai’y costs and most important lv
keep on r clii Id ‘ci sa 112.


