
(ih
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R
i’clicsltr,

N
.Y

.

T
oday,I

ask
you

to
support progressive

solutions
to

the
challenges

w
e face,

and
allow

us
to

m
ake

ourvision
for R

othester’sfitture,a
reality.

Iam
heartened

by
the

support
expressed

by
both

S
peaker

H
eastie

and
L

eader
S

tew
art-C

ousins
for

such
an

approach.

C
ities

deserve
revenue

generated
from

m
arijuana

sales
to

fund
p

ro
gram

s
to

lift
residents

out
of

poverty.

To
that

end,
Iw

ould
ask

that
the

L
egislature

specifically
provide

cities
w

ith
the

ability
to

tax
m

arijuana
sales

an
d
/o

r
sim

ply
allow

for
retail

m
arijuana

sales
to

be
subject

to
local

sales
taxes.

W
e

estim
ate

that
R

ochester
w

ould
gam

er
betw

een
51.2

-
$2.4

m
illion

dollars
in

annual
revenue

from
sales

taxes
on

legalized
m

arijuana.

L
astly,

to
truly

en
su

re
w

e
address

th
e

m
o

d
ern

realities
faced

by
R

ochester,
the

L
egislature

m
ust

elim
in

ate
the

in
eq

u
ity

in
A

IM
fu

n
d
in

g
th

at
essentially

m
akes

R
ochesterians

second-class
c
iti

zens
in

N
ew

Y
ork

S
tate.

R
ochester

per
capita

only
receives

84
percent

of
the

A
IM

aid
received

by
S

yracuse
and

67
percent

of
the

A
IM

aid
received

by
B

uffalo.

T
his

is
sim

ply
unfair.

A
nd,

forces
our

C
ity

to
do

m
ore

w
ith

less
than

our
upstate

neighbors.

R
ochester

is
the

only
upstate

city
w

hose
m

aintenance
of

effortfor
our

schools
exceeds

the
A

IM
aid

that
w

e
receive.

W
e

are
required

to
pay

5119.1
m

illion
dollars

in
m

aintenance
of

effort
funding

to
the

R
ochester

C
ity

School
D

istrict. Y
et,

w
e

only
receive

588.2
m

illion
dollars

in
A

IM
aid

from
the

state
each

year
—

A
nearly

$31
m

illion
dollar

gap.

T
his

inequfty
m

ust
end

if
R

ochester
into

the
21st

C
entury

w
ith

m
ore

jobs,
safer

and
m

ore
vibrant

neighborhoods,
and

greater
educational

opportunities
for

our
children.

Iask
that

2019
be

the
year

w
hen

the
L

egislature
finally

provides
R

ochester
and

its
residents

w
ith

our
fair

share
of

A
IM

funding.

H
ow

ever,
I

recognize
that

our
C

ity
w

ould
not

be
w

here
it

is

_
_

_
_

_
_

today
if

it
w

ere
not

for
the

support
of

our
legislators,

and
Iw

ould
like

to
thank

you
—

especially
R

ochester’s
state

delegation
—

for
your

continued
investm

ent.

T
o

this
end,

I
w

o
u
ld

also
like

to
ask

for
your

su
p

p
o

rt
of

key
c
a
p
i

tal
projects

vital
to

R
ochester’s

fu
tu

re.

W
ith

G
overnor

C
uom

o’s
help

w
e

are
“R

O
C

”ing
the

R
iverw

ay,
and

reconnecting
our

C
ity

to
the

G
enesee

R
iver

-
-

the
precious

resource
on

w
hich

our
com

m
unity

w
as

founded.

T
hanks

to
an

initial
550

m
illion

investm
ent

from
E

m
pire

State
D

ev
el

o
p
m

en
t

and
the

support
of

the
L

egislature,
“R

O
C

the
R

iverw
ay”

has
becom

e
a

critical
co

m
ponent

of
our

region’s
econom

ic
developm

ent
strategy.

T
his

initiative
has

e
x

cited
the

entire
F

inger
L

akes
R

egion
and

is
show

ing
im

m
ediate

success.

A
nd,

w
e

are
ju

st
g

ettin
g

started
-

so
to

d
ay

I
am

ask
in

g
you

to
su

p
p
o

rt
$50

m
illio

n
dollars

for
P

hase
T

w
o

of
R

O
C

th
e

R
iverw

ay.

T
hese

funds
w

ill
support

critical
infrastructure

projects
that

w
ill

not
only

create
jobs,

but
ensure

that
the

G
enesee

R
iver

is
at

the
heart

of
o
u

r
C

ity’s
f
u
t
u

r
e
.

O
ther

key
infrastructure

projects
include

our
N

eighborhood
Police

Section
O

ffices,
R

ecreation
C

enter
upgrades

and
street

reco
n

stru
c

t
i
o

n
p
r
o
j
e
c
t
s
.

T
hese

exciting
projects

and
our

strong
fiscal

stew
ardship

position
us

to
seize

opportunity
in

the
decades

ahead.

So,
on

b
eh

alf
of

R
ochester’s

resid
en

ts,
I

ask
you

to
co

n
tin

u
e

to
su

p
p
o
rt

o
u

r
city

and
its

b
rig

h
t

fu
tu

re
by

acting
on

the
req

u
ests

I
have

sh
ared

here
today.

T
hank

you,
and

Iam
happy

to
take

any
questions.

F
irst,

o
u
r

state
n

eed
s

to
m

o
d

ern
ize

policies
reg

ard
in

g
the

G
ross

R
eceipts

T
ax,

or
G

R
T

,
on

E
nergy

S
ervice

C
om

panies
and

m
obile

p
h

o
n

es,
as

w
ell

as
sales

taxes
on

o
n

lin
e

purchases.

T
he

G
R

T
has

failed
to

keep
pace

and
our

cities
are

suffering
as

a
result.

R
ochester

has
seen

nearly
a

50
percent

decline
in

its
annual

G
R

T
revenue

—
T

his
is

nearly
$6

m
illion

dollars
that

w
ould

go
a

long
w

ay
tow

ard
helping

the
citizens

of
R

ochester.
¶

t
..’

’
,.

—

M
any

E
nergy’

S
ervice

C
om

panies
-

o
r

E
SC

O
s

-
do

n
o
t

p
a
y

the
G

R
T

t
a
x

—
e
v
e
n

though
the

State
a
g

r
e
e
s

that
they

should.

R
ochester

needs
S

tate
legislation

to
clarify

that
E

SC
O

s
m

ust
pay

the
G

R
T

—
a

sim
ple

change
to

restore
this

vital
revenue.

N
early

50%
D

ecline
in

annual
rev

en
u
e

w
—

-
-

w
d

’
YJ

13

G
R

T
legislation

m
ust

also
include

m
obile

phone
services.

C
urrently,

it
only

applies
to

landlines
—

clearly
a

policy
stuck

in
the

past.

Ialso
support

requiring
online

m
arketplace

providers
to

collect
sales

and
use

taxes
on

goods
sold

to
N

ew
Y

ork
residents.

O
nline

shopping
w

ill
only

continue
to

grow
,

and
I

am
asking

that
the

state
respond

to
this

trend.

T
hese

proposed
changes

to
the

G
R

T
and

online
Sales

T
axes

are
not

n
e
w

taxes
on

consum
ers.

T
hey

sim
ply

reflect
w

here
their

dollars
are

being
spent

in
today’s

econom
y.

A
nother

p
ro

g
ressiv

e
change

I
su

p
p
o
rt

to
en

su
re

N
ew

Y
ork

a
d

dresses
our

m
o

d
ern

realities
is

the
leg

alizatio
n

of
m

arijuana.

A
pw

I

is
truly

going
to

rem
ain

a
leader

H
ow

ever,
such

legislation
m

ust
a
d

dress
the

dam
age

done
to

our
cities,

our
poorest

neighbors
and

people
of

color
Y

our
body

has
the

opportunity,
and

the
obligation,

to
legalize

m
ari

juana
in

a
w

ay
that

benefits
those

w
ho

suffered
m

ost
under

crim
inalization.

E
ducation_F

unding
for

R
ochester:

F
Y

19
(m

ilLions)

M
O

E
$119.1

-$30.9M
D

eficit/G
ap

/

A
IM

$
8

8
.2



C
1L

ol
R

o
cl

it
st

cr
,

C
ha

in
vo

in
an

Y
ou

ng
,

C
ha

ir
w

om
an

W
ei

ns
te

in
,

m
em

be
rs

o
f

th
e

W
ay

s
an

d
M

ea
ns

an
d

F
in

an
ce

C
om

m
it

te
es

;
ot

he
r

m
em

be
rs

of
th

e
S

en
at

e
an

d

A
ss

em
bl

y:
T

ha
nk

yo
u

fo
r

th
e

op
po

rt
un

ity
to

ad
dr

es
s

th
is

pa
ne

l
on

be
ha

lf
of

th
e

re
si

de
nt

s
of

th
e

C
ity

of
R

oc
he

st
er

.

T
he

C
it

y
of

R
oc

he
st

er
is

in
a

ti
m

e
of

un
pr

ec
en

de
nt

ed

gr
ow

th
.

W
e

ar
e

be
co

m
in

g
a

tr
ite

21
st

C
en

tu
ry

C
ity

.

W
e’

re
bu

ild
in

g
an

in
no

va
tio

n
ec

on
om

y
fo

cu
se

d
on

te
ch

no
lo

gy
,

so
ft

w
ar

e
an

d
ph

ot
on

ic
s.

A
lo

ng
w

it
h

th
es

e
ne

w
jo

bs
,

cr
im

e
is

dr
op

pi
ng

,
an

d

ou
r

ne
ig

hb
or

ho
od

s
ar

e
sa

fe
r

an
d

m
or

e
v

ib
ra

n
t

A
nd

,

w
e’

re
pr

ov
id

in
g

be
tte

r
ed

uc
at

io
na

l
op

po
rt

un
iti

es
so

ev
er

y

ch
ild

ca
n

fl
ilf

ill
th

ei
r

dr
ea

m
s.

W
e’

re
al

so
ag

gr
es

si
ve

ly
ad

dr
es

si
ng

th
e

sy
st

em
ic

in
eq

ui
ti

es
th

at
ha

ve
pl

ag
ue

d
ou

r
co

m
nn

in
ih

jf
or

de
ca

de
s.

H
ow

ev
er

,
as

w
e

do
th

is
es

se
nt

ia
l

w
or

k,
R

oc
he

st
er

fa
ce

s
a

$3
5.

7
m

il
li

on
al

l-
fu

nd
s

ga
p

th
at

th
re

at
en

s
ou

r

ab
ili

ty
to

bu
ild

on
th

es
e

su
cc

es
se

s
an

d
tr

ul
y

ac
hi

ev
e

ou
r

vi
si

on
fo

r
th

ef
ut

ur
e.

M
ay

or
Lo

ve
ly

A.
W

ar
re

n
Ci

ty
of

Ro
ch

es
ter

,N
Y


