
Lester G. Bartley 

Commander Lester Bartley served in the U.S. Navy and received 

his commission as Ensign after completing Naval Officer Training 

School in Newport, Rhode Island in 1956. After completing 

Amphibious Warfare Training School in San Diego, California, 

Lester served four years in Japan as the Boat Group Commander 

for the USS MAGOFFIN, APA199. His duty was to supervise the 

water combat-equipped troops disembarking the side of the ship 

into 16 landing craft personnel boats. While aboard the 

MAGOFFIN, Lester advanced from Lieutenant Junior Grade to 

Lieutenant. 

During his time in port, Lester served as Second Division Officer responsible for all 

training. From 1961-1971, he served as a Lieutenant Commander. For many years, he 

drilled with Reserve units in New Jersey one night a week. Lester assumed command of 

a military training group of over 100 New Jersey young adults who would soon be 

entering boot camp.  

 

Lester retired after being honorably discharged for more than 22 years of service. 

 

Lester has worked with the Lyons American Legion to lead a parade featuring programs 

and speakers on the military experience. He took over the Veterans Day ceremonies 

and has talked with many school classes about his service. Lester is passionate about 

our veterans and has been active in making sure they get the recognition they deserve.  

  

 

COMMANDER LESTER G. BARTLEY, U.S. NAVY (NOMINATED BY SHARON SMITH) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Christopher R. Bach 
 

Christopher R. Bach began his military service on August 

17, 2007 and currently serves as a Staff Sergeant in the 

U.S. Army. In his civilian career, Chris works as a Unit 

Administrator for the 680th Engineer Company in 

Webster, New York. He attended basic combat training 

and advanced individual training at Fort Leonard Wood, 

Missouri.  

 

Chris’s first duty assignment was to the 770th Engineer 

Company in Penn Yan, New York, where he served as a team leader and squad leader 

until receiving orders to deploy to Afghanistan in 2013. In Afghanistan, his duties 

included being an advisor to Afghanistan engineering officers.  

 

After his first tour, Chris went back to mentor and train soldiers at the 770th Engineer 

Company. The 770th received orders for deployment to Iraq in 2017. Chris was tasked 

as a Section Sergeant with two squads under his command. He returned from Iraq in 

2018 and was transferred to the 310th Construction Management Team in New 

Windsor, New York. In 2020, he deployed to Qatar where he is currently stationed. 

During his military career, Chris has been awarded many commendation awards 

including a Bronze Star.  

 

Wanting to follow in his grandfather’s footsteps and serve his country, Chris’s 13 years 

in the Army have been the fulfillment of a childhood dream. Chris wears the uniform 

proudly every day and supports and defends the Constitution of this great land. 

  

 
STAFF SERGEANT CHRISTOPHER R. BACH, U.S. ARMY (NOMINATED BY KYLE HAMMER) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



John C. Burton 
 

Airman First Class John Burton enlisted in the U.S. Air 

Force in 1966 at the age of 20. He completed basic 

training in Lackland, Texas and took the bypass 

specialist test, qualifying for accounting and finance. 

John had earned an associate degree in that field.  

 

John was assigned to Eglin Air Force Base, Auxiliary 

Field 9, in Fort Walton Beach, Florida. He volunteered 

for worldwide service, but because of his expertise, he was kept at Hurlburt Field for his 

four years of service. John received an honorable discharge from the U.S. Air Force in 

September 1970.  

 

John retired from Xerox Corp. in Webster, New York in 2000. He was a member of the 

Lyons American Legion and is now a member of the Madeira Beach, Florida American 

Legion. John receives medical treatment at Bay Pines VA in Florida, and when possible, 

volunteers at the VA’s community living center. John is very proud of the U.S. Air Force 

and his country. 

  

 
AIRMAN FIRST CLASS JOHN C. BURTON, U.S. AIR FORCE (NOMINATED BY BARBARA SQUIRES) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



James Chatfield 
 

Private James Chatfield enjoyed serving his country in the 

U.S. Army alongside his brother, LaVerne. One of James’ 

most profound memories from the service was crossing paths 

with his brother in the Philippines, where James was 

deployed as a heavy machine gunner. 

 

For his service during World War II, James received the 

Asiatic-Pacific World War II Victory Medal and the American 

Theater Campaign Ribbon and Good Conduct Medal. 

 

After returning home to Wolcott, New York, James and his 

wife, Ruth became involved in the Wolcott and Butler 

communities. James played a large role in supporting the local historical society, and 

did extensive research on the history of his community. He also spent time doing 

genealogy for many people around the world. James completed a family history book 

for the Chatfields from the time they were on the ship to the United States.  

 

James and his wife, Ruth have a daughter, Linda.  

 

 
PRIVATE JAMES CHATFIELD, U.S. ARMY (NOMINATED BY LYNN CHATFIELD)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Donald A. Dohse Jr. 
 

Sergeant Donald A. Dohse Jr. started his military 

service in the U.S. Army in May 1969 with basic 

training at Fort Dix, New Jersey. He completed 

on-the-job training at Fort Jackson, South 

Carolina, advanced infantry training at Fort Lewis, 

Washington and non-commissioned officers 

school at Fort Benning, Georgia. He earned 

qualifications in grenade, rifle and mortar.  

 

Donald served in Vietnam and Cambodia during 

the Vietnam War, and earned a Bronze Star and a 

Bronze Star with the “V” device for Valor. He also 

earned an Army Commendation Medal and an Air Medal.  

 

Upon discharge from the Army in April 1971, Donald continued to serve his community. 

He is an active firefighter with the Macedon Center Volunteer Fire Department where he 

has served as captain of the Fire Police and currently serves as president of the board 

of directors.  

 

Donald and his wife, Elaine reside in Macedon where they raised their three sons. He 

enjoyed supporting his children’s sporting events, volunteering as a coach for eight 

years with Walworth Recreation Department. He now enjoys watching his grandchildren 

play sports. Donald has always looked for ways to support his community. He 

participated in the United Way “Day of Caring” until his retirement and also participates 

in 5Ks to support local fundraising activities.  

 

In 2009, Sergeant Dohse reconnected with those he served with in Vietnam. Each year, 

members of Charlie Company 1st and 7th gather for an annual reunion, and they 

maintain their strong group bond at other get-togethers during the year.  

 

  
SERGEANT DONALD A. DOHSE JR., U.S. ARMY (NOMINATED BY CHERI DOHSE) 

 

 

 

 

 



John T. Ellwood 
 

John Ellwood completed U.S. Air Force basic training in 

Amarillo, Texas and was then stationed at Eglin Air 

Force Base in Fort Walton Beach, Florida. He was a 

Clerk Typist, Administration and Chaplain Specialist.  

 

John was stationed at Eglin until 1970 when he 

received his orders for Bien Hoa Air Base in Vietnam. 

There, he was in charge of assisting the chaplains as a 

Non-Commissioned Officer (NCOIC) and supervised 

chapel staff. John has always been very proud of his 

military service.  

 

Staff Sergeant Ellwood received the Air Force 

Commendation Medal, awarded by Colonel Robert M. 

Slane. He was also cited for his Meritorious Service as a Chaplain Service Specialist 

from May 1970 to May 1971 during his tour in Vietnam, for showing exceptional 

professional skills, leadership and knowledge. 

 

After John’s honorable discharge from the Air Force, he was hired by the Suffolk County 

Health Department. He then went to work for the Suffolk County Public Works 

Department, supervising highway maintenance.  

 

John and his wife, Melody retired to the Finger Lakes region of Upstate New York. They 

have two children, John Ellwood Jr. and Jennifer Ellwood-Sullivan, and six 

grandchildren, Kayla, Brianna, Samantha, Jessica, Charleigh and Kyle. 

  
 

STAFF SERGEANT JOHN T. ELLWOOD, U.S. AIR FORCE (NOMINATED BY MELODY ALAIMO-
ELLWOOD) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



George F. Gushue 
 
Petty Officer Third Class George F. Gushue served 

seven years in the U.S. Navy, aboard the USS Long 

Beach CCN-9 and USS Lloyd Thomas DD-764.  

George is a 50-year member and past Commander of 

the American Legion, and a member and past 

Commander of the Veterans of Foreign Wars. 

Through the VFW and American Legion, George has 

attended to the honor of his fellow veterans at 300-

plus military funerals. 

 

George has helped countless people in his 

community, and to this day, volunteers his services 

and skills with home repairs. He has endlessly given 

his time to others, whether giving a ride to the 

hospital, picking up a prescription, or delivering a 

Christmas tree to the local church. George is always happy to help. For his selfless 

dedication to his fellow citizens, George was honored as the Sodus Chamber of 

Commerce Citizen of the Year.  

 

George had the privilege of attending Honor Flight Rochester in May 2019. Throughout 

his life, George has shown an unwavering commitment to God, his wife, Judy and three 

children, and his community and country. 

 

  
PETTY OFFICER THIRD CLASS GEORGE F. GUSHUE, U.S. NAVY (NOMINATED BY JOHN 
GUSHUE) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Derek M. Hasbrouck 
 

Sergeant Derek M. Hasbrouck served as a U.S. Marine for 

five years from 2003-2007. For two years, he was stationed 

in Okinawa, Japan with the Combat Assault Battalion, 3rd 

Marine Division. Derek also assisted in humanitarian relief 

efforts in Thailand. Following a deployment to Iraq in 

January 2007, he was discharged from the Marines. 

 

Derek earned many awards for his service, including the 

Combat Action Ribbon, Marine Corps Good Conduct Medal, 

Sea Service Deployment Ribbon, Iraq Campaign Medal, 

Humanitarian Service Medal, Global War on Terrorism 

Service Medal, National Defense Service Medal, Joint 

Meritorious Unit Award, Letter of Appreciation, and the Rifle Qualification Badge. 

 

After his service, Sergeant Hasbrouck returned home to his fiance, Ashley and his three 

children, Brendan, Leah and Onika in Newark, New York. 

  

 
SERGEANT DEREK M. HASBROUCK, U.S. MARINE CORPS (NOMINATED BY DARLA 
HASBROUCK) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Robert Heintzelman 
 

Robert Heintzelman enlisted in the U.S. Army in his senior year 
at Wayne Central High School in Ontario, New York, the day 
after his 17th birthday. He enlisted as 11B infantry. After 
graduating high school, Robert attended one station unit training 
(OSUT) consisting of U.S. Army basic training and basic infantry 
instruction at Fort Benning, Georgia. He was selected to be a 
dragon gunner. A dragon is a shoulder-fired wired-guided 
missile. He graduated dragon school as top gunner.  
 

Robert was stationed in Baumholder, West Germany with the 1-
39 Battalion, 2nd Brigade, 8th Infantry Division. He served three 
years in West Germany holding many positions, including 

rifleman, M60 machine gunner, track driver, team leader and driver for the brigade 
commander and brigade command sergeants major. 
 

Robert was assigned to 3rd U.S. Infantry, “The Old Guard,” at Fort Myer, Virginia. His 
duty positions included team leader, squad leader, Nuclear Biological Chemical Non-
Commissioned Officer and training Non-Commissioned Officer. Additional duties 
included congressional escort, security for the presidential election, and sentinel at 
Tomb of The Unknown Soldier. Robert was also a soldier in the marching platoon for 
many distinguished ceremonies in the Washington D.C. area, including over 2,500 
military funerals in Arlington National Cemetery. 
 

Robert was then stationed at Fort Drum with 1-22 Infantry, 10th Mountain Division 
where his duty positions included squad leader, special weapons platoon sergeant and 
infantry platoon sergeant. After returning from Somalia, he received a hardship 
discharge under honorable conditions due to his father’s failing health. 
After an almost 10-year break in service, Robert re-entered the service with 1-390th, 
2nd BDE, 98th Division as a drill sergeant candidate. He was deployed to Camp 
Atterbury for training and subsequently deployed to Iraq as a member of a nine-man 
AST team embedded with the Iraqi Army in Fallujah, Iraq. 
 

Upon return to the U.S. Robert served over seven years as an Army recruiter and 
station commander within the Rochester Recruiting Company, helping hundreds enlist 
in the Army. He received the Secretary of the Army Distinguished Recruiting Award for 
Excellence. After leaving recruiting, he was assigned to 1-391st, 2nd BDE, 98th Division 
as the battalion training Non-Commissioned Officer in charge.  
 

During his career, Robert had five combat deployments and two humanitarian aid 
deployments, receiving many awards and citations for his service. He retired from the 
Army on November 3, 2016. He lives in Ontario, New York with his wife, Dawn. They 
raised three children.  
 

  
SERGEANT 1ST CLASS ROBERT HEINTZELMAN, U.S. ARMY (NOMINATED BY DEB HIBBARD) 



Earl R. Hinkson 

Seaman 1st Class Earl R. Hinkson joined the U.S. Navy 

in October 1943. Earl was trained at Sampson Naval 

Training Base and served on the USS Hamul. During his 

service, he held many ranks, including A5, 52/C and 

51/C. After three years of service, Earl was discharged 

from the United States Naval Personnel Separation 

Center in Romulus, New York on January 5, 1946. 

After returning home, Earl was a maintenance worker for 

E.W. Edwards in Rochester, New York and furthered his 

studies to become a stationary engineer. After receiving 

his degree, Earl joined the stationary engineers union and 

went on to become the chief engineer at Highland 

Hospital. He was also in charge of maintenance and engineering at the Rochester 

Housing Authority. Earl was an active member and life member of the Macedon Center 

Fire Department. 

 

Earl retired when his wife, Betty got very ill, and took a job at St. Anne’s to be with her. 

Betty passed away in 2005 and Earl passed away in 2014 at the age of 89. They are 

survived by their children, Earl J. Hinkson and Debarah Hinkson.  

  
 
SEAMAN 1ST CLASS EARL RAYMOND HINKSON, U.S. NAVY (NOMINATED BY EARL J. 
HUNKSON) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



James D. Hoffman 

James D. Hoffman enlisted in the U.S. Navy and was 

assigned to the Naval Air Station in Pensacola, Florida, 

the headquarters for Navy pilot training. He was then 

assigned to Shore Patrol headquarters and was quickly 

promoted to Petty Officer 3rd Class within one year. Jim 

went on to Class A school in Memphis, Tennessee and 

was then transferred to San Diego, California for 

specialized training that required secret clearance. He 

was honorably discharged in 1970.  

 

Jim attended RIT where he received his degree in 

business administration with a minor in mathematics. Following graduation, he joined 

the New York State Police in 1973. Jim attended the FBI National Academy in 1984 

and earned a master’s degree in criminal justice in 1985. He held various roles 

including Academy Basic School Counselor, Zone Commander, Major of Traffic 

Services, and was responsible for writing, designing and administering statewide 

trooper candidate and promotional exams. In 1995, Jim was assigned as Officer-in-

Charge of analysis of women in policing. After 30 years of service and numerous 

commendations and awards, Jim retired in 2003. 

 

An upstanding citizen, Jim continued to serve his community. In 2004, he was elected 

Town Supervisor of Williamson, New York. In 2006, he was elected Chairman of the 

Wayne County Board of Supervisors, a position he held until retiring in 2015. 

Jim is still very involved in the community, with Williamson Rotary, Williamson 

American Legion Post 394, Williamson Chamber of Commerce, Wayne County Farm 

Bureau, and many other local organizations.  

 

            
PETTY OFFICER 3RD CLASS JAMES D. HOFFMAN, U.S. NAVY (NOMINATED BY FRANKLIN E. 
CLARK)  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Trevor Johnson 
 

Sergeant Trevor Johnson served in the U.S. Army National Guard 

from 2007-2015. When he left the service, he was a Health Care 

Sergeant, also known as a combat medic. 

 

Trevor was deployed to Afghanistan in 2012 where he worked at 

a role 2 facility treating patients, including Afghan Nationals and 

French and British soldiers. 

 

Trevor says that the service taught him many things, but the most 

valuable was receiving direction and motivation to pursue his 

education and career. As a result of the skills and experience he gained with the Army, 

Trevor completed his nursing degree and works as a RN at the University of Rochester 

Medical Center Surgery Center. 

 

Most recently, Trevor has shown great care and compassion supporting COVID-19 

patients in the ICU.  

 

Trevor is proud to have worn the uniform and served his country. He is grateful for the 

support and encouragement that Americans show our troops, because it was a different 

story for his father who served in Vietnam.  

 

Trevor is dedicated to Summer, his two children, two stepchildren, and his community. 

  

 

SERGEANT TREVOR JOHNSON, U.S. ARMY (NOMINATED BY SUMMER O’BRIEN) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Peter Karekos 

 
Peter Karekos served in the U.S. Army and the U.S. Air Force. 

While in the U.S. Army, he was part of the 1st Cavalry Division that 

engaged in combat on Hill 303, a major battle site of the Korean 

War where the 1st Cavalry Division successfully defended 

Waegwan during the battle.   

 

Peter and his fellow soldiers were asleep one night on Hill 303 

when a great snowfall covered his entire unit. While the other 

soldiers slept, Peter awoke and saw the enemy. He whispered a 

prayer, asking God to spare his life and his unit. The enemy, not knowing the American 

soldiers were there, walked right over Peter and his troops in three feet of snow!  

 

During his time in the military, Peter was wounded twice and received two Purple 

Hearts. He also received a Good Conduct Medal, National Defense Service Medal, 

Korean Service Medal with One Silver Star, Korean Service Medal with Five Bronze 

Stars, United Nations Service Medal, and a Good Conduct Medal Clasp with Two 

Loops.  

 

Peter is a dedicated family man. He and his wife, Connie raised four children. He is a 

man of faith, action and sacrificial love for God first, family then country. 

 

  
MASTER SERGEANT PETER KAREKOS, U.S. AIR FORCE (NOMINATED BY CONNIE KAREKOS) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



John Kuhn Jr. 
 

Staff Sergeant John Kuhn Jr. enlisted in the U.S. Army in 1986 

at 17 years old, after graduating from high school. He served for 

16 years as a COMSEC Custodian 35th Signal Brigade 327BN 

communications specialist and then became a recruiter in 

Upstate New York for the remainder of his 20 year service 

time.  

 

John was assigned to a combat tour of duty in Afghanistan, 

three tours of duty overseas in Korea, Germany and Italy, and 

five tours of duty stateside. During his service, Staff Sergeant 

Kuhn received six Army Achievement Medals, four Army 

Commendation Medals, six Good Conduct Medals, three Overseas Ribbons, NCO 

Professional Development Ribbon, Army Service Ribbon, Korean Defense Service 

Medal, National Defense Medal, Joint Service Achievement Medal, Global War on 

Terror Service Medal, Global War on Terror Expeditionary Medal, and Meritorious 

Service Medal. 

 

John has continued to serve his community as the full-time senior pastor at Maranatha 

Baptist Church in Lyons. He ministers to all members of his small-town community, 

including former servicemen and women, and works to prepare the next generation to 

preserve their freedom. 

 

As a pastor, John has enriched the community by expanding the nursing home ministry, 

starting a church orchestra and an annual Christmas banquet, overseeing the creation 

of a basketball ministry, and spending countless hours with the young adults of the 

church.  

 

John and his wife, Tracey raised their four children in Lyons. Tracey has partnered in 

his service by supporting and teaching military spouses how to adapt to living overseas, 

and teaching at Maranatha Christian School.  

 

Sgt. John Kuhn’s life has been defined by service to his country and community. 

  
 

STAFF SERGEANT JOHN KUHN JR., U.S. ARMY (NOMINATED BY JOHN PETERSON) 

 
 
 



Edward J. Lennon 
 
Seaman First Class Edward J. Lennon was orphaned as a 

young boy and raised by his aunts in Massachusetts. He 

enlisted in the U.S. Navy in February 1943 when he was 17 

years old and still in high school. Upon graduation, he was sent 

to Sampson Naval Base in Romulus, New York for basic 

training. The base had just recently opened.  

 

After completing basic training, he served aboard the WWI 

Destroyer, the USS McLeach, first sent to Panama then to 

Boston. The USS McLeach escorted the troop ships across the 

Atlantic to Europe.  

 

In February 1945 while on furlough, Edward returned to Geneva, New York and married 

Lucille E. Canne before shipping back out. The couple would have to wait to have a 

honeymoon. Edward was assigned to a new hospital ship, the Constellation. After 

Japan surrendered, they were sent to retrieve and bring home American soldiers who 

had been held as prisoners of war. Edward was honorably discharged on December 11, 

1945, just in time to be home for Christmas with his family. 

 

After the war, Edward became a house painter and was hired as a painter by Xerox 

where he worked for many years. He and his wife, Dolly (Lucille) raised four children, 

daughters Julia and Jane and sons James and Joe. The Lennon family made their 

home in Newark and then Palmyra, New York.  

 

Edward was also an accomplished artist. He created many beautiful oil paintings and 

restored old and damaged paintings. He also perfected the photography of rocks and 

minerals through a microscope.  

 

Seaman First Class Edward J. Lennon passed away on January 10, 1983. 

  

 
SEAMAN FIRST CLASS EDWARD J. LENNON, U.S. NAVY (NOMINATED BY LUCILLE E. BAUER) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



James Edward Lennon 
 

Sergeant James Edward Lennon enlisted in the U.S. Marine 

Corps in May 1967 at age 17 while still a senior in high school. 

Jim was sent to Parris Island for basic training on July 27, 1967. 

He returned home for one week before being shipped out to 

Vietnam. Jim had only been in Vietnam six days when he was 

shot and wounded. Many in his company did not survive. Jim 

returned to his unit after his recovery.  

 

In January 1968, Jim landed in Da Nang with the 1st Marine 

Division, 5th Marines Regiment, 1st Battalion as an 81mm mortarman and forward 

observer attached to D Company. In February 1968, he participated in Operation Hue 

City during the Tet Offensive as road security of Highway 1 in order to take Go Noi 

Island. After initially losing control of Hue, the combined American and South 

Vietnamese forces gradually recaptured the city after a month of intense fighting, one of 

the longest and bloodiest of the war.  

 

Jim was also part of the operations at Liberty Bridge which had been constructed to 

enable the Marines to move men and material across the Song Thu Bon South to An 

Hoa Combat Base. That bridge was the site of many battles. Jim was transferred from 

Vietnam and joined up with the 1st Marine Division, 6th Marines Regiment, 1st 

Battalion. He served patrolling the Mediterranean from May to December 1968.  

 

Jim was honorably discharged in March 1970 at the rank of Sgt. E-5 and returned home 

where he married, and raised three children. He received many awards and 

commendations for his service, including the Purple Heart; National Defense Medal; 

Vietnam Campaign Medal with 5 Stars; Vietnam Service Medal; Combat Action Ribbon; 

Presidential Unit Citation with 1 Star; Meritorious Unit Citation with 1 Star; Good 

Conduct Medal; and, New York State Conspicuous Service Medal.  

 

Jim is an active lifetime member of the VFW and resides in his hometown of Palmyra, 

New York. 

 

  
SERGEANT JAMES EDWARD LENNON, U.S. MARINE CORPS (NOMINATED BY JENNIFER 
JOHNSON) 

 
 
 
 



Brian D. Manktelow 
 
Sergeant Brian Manktelow is a native of Williamson, New York. 
Following high school, he attended Finger Lakes Community College 
and the University of Chicago concentrating in political science. Brian 
began his career in public service by enlisting in the U.S. Army in 1982. 
He completed basic training and advanced infantry training at Fort Knox, 
Kentucky, U.S. Armor School and Combat Center, and finished in the top 
five of his training company.  
 

Brian then deployed to Europe where he was first assigned to a combat 
division - 2nd Battalion 37th Armor 1st Division Platoon Charlie 
Company - in West Germany. There, Brian served as a tank crewman, 
loader, driver and gunner on a command tank for the 2nd Platoon. He 
was ultimately assigned to Non-Commissioned Officers School and 

promoted to Sergeant, then assigned as a Tank Commander. His last assignment was to patrol 
the Czechoslovakian border.  
 

Brain received an Army Achievement Medal, Army Commendation Medal, Letter of 
Commendation - Outstanding Tanker, Certificate of Achievement - Bronze Tracked Vehicle 
Driving Award, and a New York State Conspicuous Service Cross Award. 
 

Brian completed three years of active duty in 1985 and three years of inactive reserve duty. 
Shortly after the Army, he became a full-time farmer as the founder/owner of Manktelow Farms, 
a 1500-acre field crop operation in Lyons, New York. As a farmer, Brian was active in the New 
York Corn Growers Association and the Wayne County Farm Bureau. Despite the 
responsibilities of operating a large farm, Brian continued his interest in public service as a 
member of the Town Planning Board from 2000-2007. He was then elected to the Lyons Town 
Council in 2008.  
 

In 2010, Brian was elected Lyons Town Supervisor. As Town Supervisor, he was a member of 
the Wayne County Board of Supervisors holding positions in county government of Finance 
Committee chair, Wayne County Land Bank chair, Cornell Cooperative Extension board 
member, Wayne County Veterans Advisory board member, Wayne County Action Program 
executive committee board member, Agriculture Land Protection Committee member, and 
Wayne County Soil & Water District Board member. Brian was ultimately appointed to Vice 
Chair of the Wayne County Board of Supervisors. 
 

In furtherance of his continued desire to serve the public, Brian was elected to the New York 
State Assembly on November 6, 2018 where he now serves as the Ranking Member of the 
Assembly Oversight, Analysis & Investigation Committee and serves as a member of the Banks, 
Labor, Small Business and Veterans' Affairs Committees.  
 

Brian’s long history of public service began in the military and he has continued his interest in 
veterans’ matters throughout his distinguished career. He is a member of Williamson American 
Legion Post 394, along with his son, David. Brian has always had the support of his wife, 
Chrystal and their children, Erica and David Manktelow and Alexis, Christian and Noah West. 
 

 
SERGEANT BRIAN D. MANKTELOW, U.S. ARMY (NOMINATED BY DAVID A. MADISON) 



John R. Marsh 

Private First Class John R. Marsh was born and raised in 

Newark, New York. He had great love for his family and 

for art. He was accepted into NYU with a full scholarship 

but turned it down to enlist in the U.S. Marine Corps to 

serve his country during the Vietnam War. 

John began his tour on February 18, 1968 with the rank 

of Private First Class. He served as a Rifleman with the 

1st Marine Division, 2nd Battalion, 1st Marines, H 

Company. 

 

Just seven months later, on October 6, 1968, Private 

First Class John R. Marsh lost his life in the line of duty. 

 

John served with honor in the U.S. Marine Corps and received a Purple Heart; Combat 

Action Ribbon; Marksmanship Badge; National Defense Service Medal; Vietnam 

Campaign Medal; Vietnam Service Medal; Marine Corps Presidential Unit Citation; 

Vietnam Gallantry Cross; Marine Corps Good Conduct Medal; and, a Marine Corps 

Expeditionary Medal.  

 

Private First Class John R. Marsh is honored at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in 

Washington, D.C.               

  
 
PRIVATE FIRST CLASS JOHN R. MARSH, U.S. MARINE CORPS (NOMINATED BY REINA MASON-
CRAFT)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Renee Maybee 
 

Airman First Class Renee Maybee served at Hickam Air 

Force Base, Hawaii as a Command Post Specialist. After 

separating from the service due to pregnancy, Renee 

decided she wanted to continue her public service as a 

veterans service officer to assist and advocate for veterans’ 

benefits from the Veterans Administration. 

 

After finishing a college degree, Renee was hired as a 

Veterans Service Officer by the Wayne County Veterans 

Service Agency. In 2020, after just over a year of serving as a VSO, Renee was 

selected based on her merit and promoted to director of the agency by the Wayne 

County Board of Supervisors. Renee is also a member and the first female Commander 

of American Legion Post 428. 

 

Renee has dedicated her life to serving veterans. She helps after-hours by delivering 

food and other necessities to veterans, oftentimes, spending her own money to care for 

those around her. She goes above and beyond in service to her fellow veterans. 

 

Renee and her husband, Dylan have two children, Dominic and Olivia and reside in 

Ontario.  

 

  
AIRMAN FIRST CLASS RENEE MAYBEE, U.S. AIR FORCE (NOMINATED BY DYLAN MAYBEE) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Floyd McGovern 
 

U.S. Army Specialist 4th Class Floyd McGovern attended 

basic training at Fort Carson, Colorado. He trained in artillery 

and transferred to the 9th Infantry Division, Kansas. In 

November 1966, Floyd was deployed to Vietnam. He served 

in the Artillery Battery, in fire direction, and worked with gun 

data to make sure howitzers were hitting their target.  

 

Specialist McGovern spent most of his time in Vietnam 

setting up firing support base camps. He spent 25 days a 

month in the field digging bunkers and foxholes. Specialist 

McGovern took part in several missions. His immediate 

superior was killed in action while on night patrol allowing his 

men to get some sleep. 

 

When Specialist McGovern returned home from Vietnam, he married and had two 

daughters. He began a professional career as a local builder. A resident of Newark, 

New York, Specialist McGovern takes pride in his service to our great country and in 

his efforts to protect our freedoms.                 

 

  
SPECIALIST 4TH CLASS FLOYD McGOVERN, U.S. ARMY (NOMINATED BY ANNA STEURRYS) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Philip McTigue 
 

Corporal Philip McTigue enlisted in the U.S. Marine Corps in 1989. 

For his service during Desert Storm, he was awarded the Combat 

Action Ribbon; Southwest Asia Service Medal; Kuwait Liberation 

Medal from both Kuwait and Saudi Arabia; Good Conduct Medal in 

active as well as reserve duty; National Defense and Armed 

Forces Reserve Medals; a Meritorious Unit and Naval Unit 

Commendation; and, the Sea Service Ribbon. Corporal McTigue 

was honorably discharged from the U.S. Marines in 1995. 

 

After active duty, Philip became a Rochester, New York police officer and served on the 

tactical platoon, earning numerous awards and recognitions for his service. In 2001, he 

continued his service to our nation as a member of a UN Special Operations Unit in 

Kosovo, where he led a Protective Services Detail (PSD) team. Philip spent 2003-2009 

in Afghanistan working for the Drug Enforcement Administration and the U.S. 

Department of State as a security team leader in Iraq. That work required a top secret 

clearance. 

 

Philip has spent his entire life in service to his community and country. He served as 

president and vice president of the board of education and is an active member of the 

community. Philip and his wife, Christine live in Ontario, New York. 

  

 

CORPORAL PHILIP McTIGUE, U.S. MARINES (NOMINATED BY RON MILLER AND JOHN SMITH) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Larry D. Metcalf 

Specialist Four Larry D. Metcalf died on December 7, 1967 after 

he was mortally wounded by hostile fire in the Vietnam War. He 

was posthumously awarded the Silver Star for gallantry in action 

against a hostile force.  

Specialist Metcalf was serving with his unit on a search and 

destroy mission near the village of Vinh Tan. While moving 

through a dense Viet Cong infested area, they were suddenly 

subjected to intensive automatic weapons and machine gun fire 

by a large Viet Cong force. The volume of the enemy fire was 

such that it restricted the movement of Specialist Metcalf’s platoon and prevented them 

from placing effective return fire on the Viet Cong.  

 

Without thought for his personal safety, Specialist Metcalf ignored the hostile rounds 

and moved to an advantageous position from which he placed devastating fire on the 

enemy. This bold action enabled his comrades to redeploy and place devastating return 

fire on the insurgents. While in his exposed firing position, Specialist Metcalf was 

mortally wounded by hostile fire.  

 

Inspired by Specialist Metcalf’s sterling example, his comrades found renewed vigor 

and ultimately routed the Viet Cong force. It was proclaimed that Specialist Metcalf’s 

unquestionable valor in close combat against numerically-superior hostile forces is in 

keeping with the finest traditions of the military service and reflects great credit upon 

himself, the 1st Infantry Division, and the United States Army. 

 

Larry was the proud son of Leo and Edna Metcalf of Savannah, New York. 

    
 
 
SPECIALIST LARRY D. METCALF, U.S. ARMY (NOMINATED BY KAREN FURMAN) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



William “Bill” Shaver 
 

William “Bill” Shaver enlisted with the U.S. Navy on March 25, 

1965 at the age of 20. He completed basic training at the Great 

Lakes Naval Training Center in Chicago, Illinois. After his first 

assignment, on the USS Myles C. Fox (DD-829), Bill returned to 

the Great Lakes Center for further training in interior 

communications, earning the rank of IC-3, or Interior 

Communications Electrician Petty Officer 3rd Class.  

 

Bill loved being a sailor and loved being on his ship. He served as 

a Blue Water Sailor during the Vietnam War, providing direct off-

shore support to soldiers in the war zone. Bill completed his Navy 

service in 1968. Despite the wartime adversities, he is said to have many fond 

memories of his days in the Navy and his travels all over the world. For his service, Bill 

received a National Defense Service Medal, Vietnam Service Medal, and was awarded 

a Quilt of Valor from The Quilts of Valor Foundation.  

 

Bill married his wife, Gayle in 1967 and settled in Ontario, New York, where they still 

reside today. They raised two sons who have now given them three grandchildren.  

Bill has always been active in service to his community. He is a 47-year member of the 

Ontario Fire Company, a member of the Firemen’s Exempts, and has served as OFC’s 

Chaplain for many years. Bill has also volunteered with the Ontario Volunteer 

Emergency Service (OVES) and is currently president of the Furnaceville Cemetery 

Association in Ontario. 

 

In 1991, Bill retired from a 28-year career at Eastman Kodak Company. He enjoys 

spending time with his family, his antique cars, hunting and golfing, and volunteering 

with community organizations. Through many years of service, Bill Shaver has 

demonstrated an unwavering commitment to his country and community. His 

contributions, both in and out of uniform, are well-deserving of our respect and 

admiration. 

  
 

INTERIOR COMMUNICATIONS ELECTRICIAN PETTY OFFICER 3RD CLASS WILLIAM J. SHAVER, 
U.S. NAVY (NOMINATED BY JOHN R. AGNELLO) 

 

 

 



Peter Stirpe 
 

Captain Peter Stirpe served in the military for 29 years. Peter 

served in the U.S. Army during the Korean War and in the first 

70 days of the first Gulf War. For his dedicated service in the 

Army, Peter earned the National Defense Service Medal  

 

Peter is a local veteran who has not only served his country, 

but also his community. After returning home to Lyons, New 

York, he began working as a police officer in the Lyons Police 

Department. He also worked in law enforcement in Palmyra, 

where he served as a sergeant. Peter was also a 17-year investigator for the Wayne 

County Public Defender’s Office and then became personnel director for Wayne 

County. 

 

Peter was a longtime newspaper publisher. He ran the Wayne County Star for 18 years 

before selling it. His wife, Donna, and three sons helped him run the paper while he 

worked his other jobs. 

 

Peter is also the owner and operator of Lyons Press Printing. In 2018, he was named 

Citizen of the Year by the Lyons Chamber of Commerce.  

 

Peter proudly served his country and continues to serve his community. He is an 

excellent example of the quiet heroes who surround us.  

 

 
CAPTAIN PETER STIRPE, U.S. ARMY (NOMINATED BY JAMES AIKIN) 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Francis Viehmann 
 

Francis Viehmann enlisted in the U.S. Army Reserve in 1956 

and in the U.S. Army in 1962. In 1965, he was deployed to 

Vietnam where he served in the 1st Infantry Division during 

the Vietnam War. One year later, in 1966, Francis was 

seriously injured in a clay mine explosion and spent 12 

months at St. Albans Naval Hospital in Long Island, New York. 

He suffered injuries to his right leg, pelvis, abdomen and 

kidney.  

 

For his bravery and service to our country, Francis was 

awarded the Purple Heart, Good Conduct Medal, Vietnam 

Service Medal, Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, Combat Infantry Badge, National 

Defense Service Medal, and a Sharp Shooter Award.  

 

Francis held many positions throughout his service, including Infantry Unit Commander, 

Squad Leader, Battalion Communications Officer, Platoon Leader, Team Leader, 

Sergeant, 2nd Lieutenant, and 1st Lieutenant. He retired as a U.S. Army Captain.  

 

When he returned home, Francis began his career with the United States Postal 

Service, where he retired in 2007. He said his greatest joy in life was serving his 

country. Francis and his wife, Betty live in Sodus, New York and have seven children, 

Bethany, Brandon, Ronald, Bradley, Cheryl, Letitia and Holley. 

  

 

CAPTAIN FRANCIS VIEHMANN, U.S. ARMY (NOMINATED BY BETHANY GUSHUE) 

 


