Being Truly Thankful


	I have discovered that there are too many things I am thankful for fit in one essay. To further push this point, in the first grade I created a project about one hundred things I was and still am, thankful for. Of course, some things may seem more important than others, but I am thankful for all of them.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	One of the most important things that I am thankful for are my friends and family including my lovable dogs, Loki and Thor. Anywhere I go, I know that they will always stand by me whenever I need them. I remember a time in third grade when my uncle sadly passed away and my friends and family helped me to be the upbeat person I usually am. During this rough patch, I was mean to my friends and family, but they understood and I hope to repay them someday. I know now that I can turn to them in need, in hope, and in happiness. I found a beautiful quote that expresses this sentiment “the greatest gift you can ever give is not found under a Christmas tree, but in the hearts of your loving family and friends”. I couldn't and wouldn't have it any other way. Each and every family member and friend has helped to shape my character and story.
	In addition to family and friends, I’m thankful for freedom and the patriots who brought it. Without these brave soldiers, life might not be as brilliant as it is today.I am also thankful for the soldiers who continue to fight for the weak and keep our country safe. Last year in fifth grade, as a community service, we wrote holiday cards to the army.  My grandfather used to work in the army, but he died before I was born. This deed made me feel like I was doing a good deed for the people who fight to keep us safe. Without them, who knows where and how we would be living.
	Another thing I am thankful for is at the present time because I have everything I need and some things that I want. I am living in a great community that has so many fantastic activities. Things never stay unhappy for long. When it does go sour, there are always people to turn to. Overall, my community, friends, family, freedom, and many other things I am thankful for, are important to me.
	My hope for this essay was that when the reader has finished, they will think deeper into the meaning of “What are you thankful for?”. I hoped that it would help the reader to connect to the text. The things I am the most thankful for are part of who I am. I hold them all close and I know not to take them for granted.
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