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	It is hard to remember to be thankful, especially on the hectic day of Thanksgiving.  When I wake up on Thanksgiving, I put on layers of clothes and go to the Turkey Trot in Garden City.  It is an annual race that my family and I do every year on Thanksgiving.  Next, we rush home to try to see some of the Thanksgiving Day Parade.  Then we rush off to visit our families and share Thanksgiving dinner with them (sometimes at two different houses).  With such a busy day, it is hard to remember why we celebrate Thanksgiving and what we are thankful for.
	One thing I am thankful for this year is my older brother Liam.  Liam is someone I admire and look up to.  When I need someone to play with, Liam is always there for me.  We do fun things together such as playing sports, watching movies, going on vacations and even just talking.  If something is wrong, I can always talk to my brother.  When I have an event like a sports game, Liam tries to go so he can cheer me on.  Even though we get under each other’s skin sometimes, we will always love each other no matter what.  I am thankful I have such an amazing brother!
	I am also thankful for the new school I am attending, Our Lady of Victory.  I had been waiting to go to Our Lady of Victory for a while.  I knew almost everyone in my grade, and was excited to be attending school with them.  I was excited to have some new perks as well.  I could learn more and write more cursive at school.  I also started learning Religion and Spanish.  I wanted to do that for so long, but my old school did not offer those classes.  It was pretty easy to fit in since I knew a lot of people, but I feel even more welcome and accepted than I ever thought I would.  Everyone is so nice and happy.  Our Lady of Victory is such a terrific place to learn and make new friends.
	Another thing I am thankful for is freedom.  I am thankful for the people who came before me who fought wars to earn freedom for our country.  Soldiers have to leave their families to help keep us free and safe.  Freedom lets us have free speech.  Freedom also gives us the right to vote.  We can choose what school to go to or what job to have because we are free.  We are allowed to choose what friends we have and who we want to marry.  We even have the freedom to make mistakes and learn from our mistakes.  I am very thankful that we live in a country that we have freedom.  
	Thanksgiving is a day to count your blessings.  It is not easy to remember to be thankful, but it is important that we do.  Even though it is hard, I will try to remember the people and things that make my life special.  The next time I get mad or upset, I will try to remember how lucky I am.  I will do my best to carry the spirit of Thanksgiving throughout the year.
