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Everyone is thankful for something. Personally, I believe there are many things to be thankful for, and sometimes the smallest things in life are really the biggest.  However, many things that most people take for granted are the very things they need to be thankful for the most.  While many teenagers may be mad because they didn’t receive the iPhone 6 or other material items, there are individuals who aren’t even lucky enough to have family, or food to celebrate Thanksgiving.  Therefore, each and every one of my thanks this fall goes out to the people I cherish the most and the people who I am so lucky to have in my life.
	Moms and Dads, brothers and sisters: these are the people who must be appreciated, for they give you life, love and encouragement.  My heart goes out to those unfortunate enough not to have these people in their lives.  There are those who don’t have a hot meal to come home to after every long day and yet there are Americans who “can’t live without” the new version of the iPhone or “need” the $300 pair of boots from the UGG store.  I put these phrases in quotes because they must not be taken lightly.  Some people are literally fighting for their lives against cancer, other physical illness or loneliness. There are people out there who truly need or can’t live without the support of a family or caring doctors.  In other words, my thanks and thoughts are with my loving family this Thanksgiving, for they care for me, feed me, and push me through every hard time I come across in life.  Next time you think you “need” that pair of boots, think again.  Realize how lucky you are to have the things you already do.	This year, as I sit around the dinner table with turkey on my plate and family at my sides, I will understand the true meaning of Thanksgiving. I will embrace the family I have and all they’ve done for me.
