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	“It is not happy people who are thankful; it is thankful people who are happy” (Unknown).  This year I am thankful for my family.  Not just my mom, dad and sister, but also my extended family. 
 I enjoy the holidays when my whole family gathers together around the table for a huge celebration, especially around Thanksgiving.  This year has been even better because everyone in my family is feeling healthy and strong and is able to meet at my Auntie Pam’s house for the feast.  In the past few years it seems life has been busy and it is hard for all eight of my family members to get together.
	I am also thankful for my parents because they give me everything I need to happy. They let me participate in many different activities and sports even if it means driving me all over Olean.  My mom always has a hot dinner waiting for me after basketball practices.  I am thankful for my dad because he never complains when it is a shopping trip day and he has to drive three girls to where ever we want to go.  
	Even though I do not always think this, I am thankful for my little sister.  She is always there to cheer me up when I need it and she is a companion when all my friends are busy.  Sometimes she likes to spy on my friends and me.  This can get very annoying, but I go along with it and it makes me laugh.  I also enjoy the way she looks up to me, especially when she asks me to read her a book.
	This year has been great.  I am thankful for everything and everyone who is part of my life.  Hopefully next year will be the same.
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