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Function of Anecdote

Anecdotes and humorous pieces are not only jokes, but
exquisite literary devices as well. Their major purposes are
to stir up laughter, to disclose a truth in a general way, or
to describe a feature of a character in such a way that it
becomes humorous and at the same time gives us a
better understanding of the character.

Anecdotes may also serve as cautions. Writers tell their
readers about the possibilities of future happenings in
case they do not follow particular processes and
techniques.

http://literaryterms.net/anecdote/
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