Finbar McClintock – Our Lady of Victory School

What are you thankful for?  Why?

	I am thankful for many things in my life.  Some of the things I am thankful for are my family, faith, education and food.  The main thing that I am thankful for is the gift of my life and how lucky I am to have been born on June 14, 2004 into a loving family that brought me into the Catholic faith.  My family has chosen a faith-based education for me and they also provide me with all the things I need to grow and have fun, like food, clothing and, most important, to play sports.  Overall, I consider myself to be a lucky person! 

	The first thing I am thankful for is my family.  Without them I would not be here today.  They love and care for me and provide me with a loving home.  They also provide me with other essentials like food and clothing.  They also support me in my extra curricular activities like basketball and baseball.  My family has taught me how to be a good person and treat others how you want to be treated, which is with kindness.  This is why I am thankful for my family.  

	I am also thankful for the gift of my faith.  When I was born, my family brought me into the Catholic faith through the sacrament of Baptism.  Since then, I have been going to church every week for as long as I can remember.  Four years ago I received two more sacraments, Reconciliation and Holy Communion.  Today I am happy to serve the church as an altar server at mass.  I enjoy helping the priest at the altar and getting an opportunity to participate in the mass.  I am very thankful to my family for bringing me into my Catholic faith. 

	Another thing I am thankful for is my education.  Since I was three years old, I have attended Our Lady of Victory Catholic School located in Floral Park.  I have been learning about Jesus and his teachings for the past eight years.  Along with math and science, I enjoy learning about the Gospel and how I can live as a good Catholic person in today’s society.  My teachers challenge me to be my personal best each day and I am lucky to be able to pray throughout the school day.  I also enjoy Social Studies, English and doing science experiments.  

	In conclusion, I would have to say that my family, faith and education have made me what I am today – and eleven year old boy who enjoys helping his family, serving the Catholic Church and learning about Jesus at school each day.   I am very thankful for all these things that I have and I look forward to the future where I will experience even more blessings.  I always make sure to end my day with a prayer of thanks to God for all the things He has given me and more.  How lucky can one boy be? 
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