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	This year I am grateful for so many things. It’s hard to keep track of all of them. There are a lot of blessings in my life but certain ones mean more to me than others. I am most thankful for my family, friends, pets, my new vacation home, and my faith. I chose these as my top five blessings in my life because they mean the most to me in my life. I know that I am lucky because there are many people in the world who don’t have these things in their lives.
	The greatest blessings in my life would probably be my family. My father is a really special kind of Dad. He is very loving, always there for me and is a wonderful role model to me. My mom is affectionate, takes care of all of my needs, and keeps our house running smoothly. The last member is my older sister, Ashley. Although my sister and I have disagreements, she always has my back and is there when I need her.
	There are two other very special members of my family. They are my pets. I have a three year old mini-dachshund named Oscar Mayer, like the hot dog brand. He is extremely loving, playful, and sweet. When I am in a bad mood, Oscar can instantly change that by being himself. My other pet is a three year old Japanese fighting fish named Franky. He means a lot to me because he is my oldest living fish. I love him a lot. Both of my pets have brought so much joy to my life.
	I have so many amazing friends that I am very grateful for. Through the years, there has been a group of about 9 of us that have stayed close together. I have known most of them since I was little. There is a special bond between all of us. We stand by each other through thick and thin. We play together, learn together, and even pray together. Friendship doesn’t get any better than this!
	Recently, my family was lucky enough to be able to buy a vacation home in Pennsylvania. Being at this vacation home is one of my favorite activities because I get to spend so much time having fun with my family. We golf, go swimming, tubing, play archery and all play kinds of fun games together. I love all of the memories my family and I make there together.
	Last, but not least, I am grateful for my faith. I’m proud to go to Our Lady of Victory Catholic School and learn about my religion every single day. I love to go to church with my whole class and also enjoy being an altar server at mass. I know I wouldn’t have any of the other blessings I mentioned without God by my side every step of the way.
	Sometimes I think about all these things that I have and realize how lucky I am. I try to remember to show my thanks to God for all of these things when I pray. I feel God’s love because of all these things. This year has been the best year of my life. 
      
