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What are you most thankful for this year?
            This year I am thankful for many things.  I am thankful for my family, my education, and my faith.  I am grateful for these things because I wouldn’t know what to do if I didn’t have them.  My family, my education, and my faith have shaped me into the person I am today.
            I am very thankful for my wonderful family.  In my family there is my Mom and Dad, my sister Kara, my sister Meaghan, and my brother Brian.  Each one of them is extremely important to me.  My Mom is important to me because she cooks for me, helps me with my homework, loves me, cares for me, drives me places, always wants the best for me, encourages me, and so much more.  She supports me in all that I do and guides me when I have tough decisions to make.  My Dad is important to me because he makes me lunch in the mornings, takes me to the bus stop, works all day to provide for me, gives me amazing hugs, loves me, helps me with sports, and he is a great person to talk to.  He is always the first one to volunteer to help anyone in town, which shows me that I need to care about others.  My siblings are significant in my life, too.  They keep me company, and they play all sorts of games with me, whether it is making up dances, having a lacrosse catch, or playing video games.  They have basically helped to raise me. They give me guidance when my parents are not around.  Because I am the youngest in the family, my parents and my siblings are great role models for me and I am tremendously grateful for that.
        I am also thankful for my education.  My father works three jobs so that my siblings and I can attend Catholic schools, which are very expensive.  I truly appreciate this because at Our Lady of Victory School, the teachers are wonderful.   They pass on basic school knowledge, making me smarter every day.  I know they challenge me to be the best that I can be academically.  They also help to shape me into who I am by teaching me about my faith.  I love the extra events that our principal, Mrs. Augello, schedules for us, like Thankful Thursdays and the Children's Christmas Sale.  These events bring our school community together and make our school a special place.   
       I am thankful for my faith as well.  My faith is the most important aspect in my life.  It gives me the belief in God, and God gives me the strength and the power I need to make decisions in life.  He also keeps me safe and watches over me.  If I did not have my faith, my whole life would be useless and there would be no goal at the end of my life.  My goal is heaven, where I will live eternally.  I am very grateful for my church and parish, too.  It helps me to profess my faith.  The priests there are so caring and give comfort when people need it.  The pastor is very inspiring, too.  He has really made me realized how much I need my faith through his homilies and his visits to our school.  He reminds us to go to church each week and to pray, follow directions, be kind, and study.  I am exceedingly grateful for guidance and show my appreciation by being an altar server.  
       My family, my education, and my faith are essential in my life.  Whenever I think about them, I realize how lucky I am, and I hope that I will always show my gratitude for these gifts.  They have shaped me as a person, and I know they will influence my life forever.  I wish that everyone could feel the love that I have from my family, my school, and my parish.  I am thankful for my life and will remember to thank God every day.
       

