		
John Buerger									St. Mary’s
Mrs. Hoffman							
	“What I Am Thankful For This Year”	
	I am thankful for many things this year. I have so many things to be thankful for, but there are three things above all. These things are my family, faith, and country.
	Without my family I wouldn’t be standing right here today. I know how many kids would die to have a family that loves them. Die to have a family that would die for them, just like mine.  I am thankful to have a family that loves me, cares for me, thinks about me, encourages me, teaches me right from wrong, pushes me to be the best person I can be, and wants me to succeed in life. I am thankful to have a family that will love me no matter what I do. As my dad says, “If you aren’t happy in life I failed”. I thank God everyday for my family. I am thankful that I have a family that kisses me goodnight, feeds me when I’m hungry, helps me with homework, hugs me 24/7, and just simply says “I love you”. These little things are dreams come true for other kids. I will care for my family in times of need as they’ve done for me thirty-billion times. I am thankful for my family everyday. Even though we may sometimes fight I love them and they love me. They are the best family in the world and I love them more than the universe.
Without my faith I wouldn’t know how to talk to God in times of need. My faith is very important to me. I am proud to be a catholic. This means God is the most important aspect in my life. I feel as if God is always by my side and is watching over me. I also feel that the Holy Spirit is absorbing me with its love. Whenever I pray to God I know he is answering my prays. God has taught me to care everyone, and everything. He has taught me kindness, love, respect, and trust through the bible, Old Testament, and New Testament stories. Being my faith I want to strive to be the best person I can be just like the apostles and saints. I want to be a steward of this earth because I know God would want me to. My faith brings my family and friends closer. I know God will forgive me no matter what I do because Jesus died on the cross to forgive our sins. God shows himself to me in mysterious ways and when my calling comes,                                                                        I will respond. I know if I swerve off road God will somehow put me back on. Even if it seems God is not available to chat, I know he always is. I know he is always watching over me every second of every day.
	My country is very important and special to me. I am proud to be an American. I am thankful to live in a free country. I know that millions of people are being killed, starving to death, being persecuted, fleeing from war, dying from diseases that can’t be treated, and struggling to live everyday in other countries. I am thankful for all the opportunities my country has. My country is one of the best countries in the world and I find it a miracle to be living in it. Most people would think that living in a country like this is just a fantasy. I am also grateful that my country has an amazing military with soldiers that risk their lives to protect us. This is why I find it amazing to live in America!!!   
	In conclusion, I have so many blessings. But the three most crucial things in my life are my family, faith, and country. I thank God every day for these blessing he has bestowed upon me.                                                                
