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What am I thankful for this year?
	What am I thankful for this thanksgiving? I am thankful for the essentials; food, shelter, clothing, and water. I am most thankful for my pets, family, education, and friends. When I think about it, my life seems like it would be so gloomy and uneventful without them. 
	I am thankful for my pets because although they can’t verbally communicate to me like humans do, I feel that they still help me in the same way that my friends and family do. They may not be able to cheer me up by talking to me or taking me somewhere to get my mind off of whatever is making me upset but, they can certainly cheer me up in their own way. People say that dogs are the only animal that will love their owner more than they love themselves. I definitely believe this when I’m sad and my little dachshund snuggles in my arms and tries to lick my face. I know at those moments that she feels sympathy. Another example is my cat. My Siamese cat always makes me feel better when I’m upset. When I sit on my bed she walks up to me, purring the loudest purr she can. She snuggles up against my body and I can tell that she is happy to see me and wants to make me feel better.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	I am thankful for my family because although it operates in a dysfunctional manner, I wouldn’t wish for a different family. I switch back and forth between my two homes every other day. On Thanksgiving Day I go to my dad’s house and spend Thanksgiving with my dad, stepmom, and half-brother. The following weekend, my mom and I usually go to a skiing resort. I am thankful that my parents divorced when I was young so that I can’t remember the times when they didn’t get along. I am also thankful because my dad would never have met my stepmom if my parents hadn’t divorced and my brother would not have been born. I am thankful for my stepmom because when my mom isn’t available I can always count on her. I am thankful for my brother because although it can be annoying to have a sibling, it’s so fun to play with him and hear about what he did in kindergarten that day. I love watching him grow up. I am thankful for my dad because he supports my choices. He supports my decisions, such as hair dye and having more than one piercing on my ear lobe. I am thankful for my mom because I honestly can’t imagine my life without her. She helps me when I’m sick because she is a doctor. We watch shows together like Greys Anatomy, Project Runway, Survivor, and The Amazing Race. I wouldn’t want to watch those shows with anyone else.
	I am thankful for my education because without it I wouldn’t be able to be typing these words right now. I wouldn’t know fancy words like recherché or exquisite. I wouldn’t be able to do math or have the knowledge of different countries ancient history. Without my education I wouldn’t go to school and if I didn’t go to school I probably wouldn’t have all the magnificent friends I have because I happened to meet them all at school. Without an education I wouldn’t be able to learn a second or third language. I am lucky to have my education and I am also lucky because I can continue to build my education.
	I am thankful for my friends because when I’m sad or upset I know I can count on them to be filled with empathy. They are compassionate and understanding. When I need to talk to someone I usually automatically and immediately turn to my closest friends. I am also thankful for my friends because they help me study for tests because I find that I do better on tests when I study with someone. I tend to have trouble with math and my friends help me with my math when I don’t understand something. It’s better if my friends help me with math because my parents didn’t grow up with the frustrating common core. My friends also help me maintain my anger when I get frustrated with math.  I am also thankful for my friends because when I do after school sports it’s good to have a friend in the team with you so that outside of school you could practice the sport together. 
	In conclusion, I am thankful for my pets, family, education, and friends. I am glad that I have my pets, family, education, and friends because honestly I cannot imagine my life without them. My life most likely would be gloomy and uneventful rather than cheerful and eventful.
