					What am I thankful for?

       I am very thankful for my friends. Without their support and encouragement I wouldn't be the person I am today.
        My friends understand me better than most of my relatives do. They will listen to my problems and try to help me find solutions to them.  They always gives me a shoulder to cry on when I'm feeling blue. In addition, my friends always have my back no matter what. I will always have their backs in case of anything.  Some of my friends and I have such a special bond, that we are able to read each other like an open book. My true friends are my friends who likes me for me. There are only a few of those in my life, but you only need a handful of good friends.
      My first friend in years, was Stefanie Scotto. We met in sixth grade, in Our Lady of Grace School. We began friends half way through sixth grade. I felt like I've known her for years.  She was the first person to notice me in years. She made me feel loved and a sense of belonging.She never tried to change me. She liked me for who I am. I don't know a lot of people like that. When I went to Our Lady of Grace, I was picked on constantly. She was always their to stand up to my bullies. She defended me every time. She knew how it felt to feel alone and invisible. She made sure I never felt that way. When I felt broken she always picked up the pieces and put me together again.  Becoming friends with her was the best thing that could  ever happened to me. So I thank you Stefanie for being my friend. You are an amazing human being  and friend.
      My friends have been the key for me to keep moving forward. They changed me into the confident person standing here today. I am so thankful for them because they could of ignored me like all the others did. Instead, they took me under their wings and showed me compassion. Finally, I felt a sense of belonging. I will always remember what they did for me. For the rest of my life I will always be thankful for them. I love them with all my heart. They have a special place in my heart and soul. 
       
