
James Barringer 
 

James Barringer, the only son of James and Lois 

Barringer, was 25 years old when he received his draft 

letter in 1953. James was married to his wife, Mary and 

the two went together to Maryland and Georgia while 

James trained for the Korean War.  

In 1954, James boarded the ship to Korea. His job 

assignment was an Army welder. He worked in a motor 

pool and maintained the trucks. He lived in a quonset hut. 

Luckily, James was only wounded once. It was a burnt 

foot wound from a hot piece of metal. He visited the 

doctor, was given medicine, and returned to work the 

same day. 

In 1955, James got his notice that he was honorably discharged. He returned home to 

the United States, and after three months of training in Massachusetts and one month in 

Virginia, James was reunited with his family in Webster, New York. James and Mary 

have four children, Belle, Peg, Brian and Janet. 

James worked as a welder at Beechnut. In 1960, he became employed as a pipe fitter 

at Xerox and retired in May 1994. James also served his community for over 50 years 

as a Webster volunteer firefighter. At 92 years old, he still attends fire meetings every 

first Monday of the month.  

  

CORPORAL JAMES BARRINGER, U.S. ARMY (NOMINATED BY JANET JENKINS) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Ross Catalano 
 

Sergeant Ross Catalano enlisted in the U.S. Army in 1962 and trained 

at Fort Benning, Georgia. He served in the 7th Special Forces Group 

out of Fort Bragg, North Carolina from 1962-1965.  

Ross studied business law at Monroe Community College. He was a 

successful realtor in the area for many years. He also worked at 

arcades and roller rinks including Fun Zone in Ontario, New York. 

Most recently, Ross was a customer service representative at Xerox 

Corp. 

Through the years, Ross has had the support of his wife, Anne Marie and his children, 

Ross and David.  

 
SERGEANT ROSS CATALANO, U.S. ARMY (NOMINATED BY TOM RAMSAY) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Donald E. Haag 
 

Donald E. Haag served in the U.S. Navy from 1958-1960, 

achieving the rank of Third Class Petty Officer. He served 

on the USS Glacier (AGB-4) and participated in Operation 

Deep Freeze I and II, making two six-month voyages to 

Antarctica. 

 

Donald was awarded the Navy Unit Commendation 

including a Citation and NUC Ribbon Bar. This was in 

recognition of victory against the Russians in a 300-mile 

race on the Bellingshausen Sea, through thick sea ice, to 

reach the last and only unclaimed area of Antarctica. The prize was the right to claim 

400,000 square miles of the continent for the United States of America. 

 

After his service, Donald started as an electrician apprentice at Eastman Kodak Co. and 

earned his associate’s degree at RIT. His career at Kodak progressed, and he retired as 

a safety director at the age of 50 to become president of Focused Technical Services, a 

position he held for 10 years. He then retired to travel the country with his dear wife. 

 

Donald was a member of the Webster New York Elks Club for several years and served 

on the board of directors. He ran five marathons, the last when he was 70 years old. At 

75 years old, he took second place in the Rochester Runner series (10 races). 

 

Donald loves his country and has lived the American Dream. He currently lives in 

Webster, New York with his wife of 60 years, Joyce. They have four children and 

several grandchildren. 

  

 
PETTY OFFICER THIRD CLASS DONALD E. HAAG, U.S. NAVY (NOMINATED BY JOANNE 
ROEDER) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Kenneth R. Kampff 
 

Corporal Kenneth R. Kampff enlisted in the U.S. Marine Corps 

on March 14, 1944. He attended basic training at Recruit 

Depot, Camp Pendleton. Kenneth’s training and military duties 

included rifleman; automatic rifle; carbine pistol; rocket 

launcher; rifle grenade; hand grenade; flame thrower; 

bayonet, and hand-to-hand combat, Infantry Training 

Regiment, Training Command.  

Corporal Kampff was stationed in many places during his 

military career, including Saipan and Guam, Mariana Islands; Iwo Jima, Volcano 

Islands; Pearl Harbor, Oahu, Hawaii; Sasebo, Kyushu Island; Peleliu, Palau Islands; 

and Yap. He spent a total of 24 months in the Pacific Theater of World War II.  

Corporal Kampff served in the 5th Division 26th Marine Regiment on Iwo Jima, and 

spent 50 days training for the landing on the island. On February 19, 1945, they 

dropped anchor about 12 miles off the coast of Iwo Jima. The men were given steak 

and eggs before they loaded into Higgins boats and started gathering for the 5th wave 

strike.  

Upon entering the island, they lost boat after boat from Japanese attacks. Hitting the 

island, they sunk into knee-deep sand and commenced battle, losing men by the 

hundreds. The fight lasted 37 days. After leaving Iwo Jima, Corporal Kampff spent five 

months in the Pacific Theater performing various duties until he finally arrived back in 

the United States and was discharged. 

Ken and his wife raised two boys. Ken was active in Little League for over 50 years, 

serving as District 4 Administrator and helping to bring Challenger Baseball to the 

Greater Rochester area. 

  

CORPORAL KENNETH R. KAMPFF, U.S. MARINE CORPS (NOMINATED BY PETER T. WEBB) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Peter J. Kaulback 
 

Lance Corporal Peter Jon Kaulback enlisted in the U.S. 

Marine Corps on May 10, 1967 and arrived in Vietnam on 

December 18 where he served with Company B, 1st 

Battalion, 1st Marines, 1st MARDIV (Rein) FMF. 

During his time in Vietnam, the 1st Battalion continued to 

maintain combat outposts on Hills 881 South, 861, 950, 

and 558 surrounding the northern approaches to the Khe 

Sanh Combat Base. They conducted daily patrols to seek 

and defeat the enemy. 

Peter’s company, Company B, was placed under the 

operational control of the 2nd Battalion, 3rd Marines and with Company E, engaged with 

North Vietnamese Army forces in the vicinity of Route 9, four kilometers from the Khe 

Sanh Combat Base.  

Heavy fighting lasted throughout the day and required artillery and fixed-wing airstrikes 

to dislodge the enemy from their reinforced positions. During this fight, 26 men were 

lost, including Lance Corporal Peter Jon Kaulback. 

  
LANCE CORPORAL PETER JON KAULBACK, U.S. MARINE CORPS (NOMINATED BY JAMES 
COON) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Edward Legler 

Sergeant Edward Legler served in the U.S. Army. He spent 

five years serving throughout Europe. 

As a tank sergeant, Edward landed on Omaha Beach on 

the third day of the D-Day invasion in World War II. He was 

also among the brave soldiers who invaded Brest, France 

in 1944.  

 

Edward’s tank command helped escort over 200 

surrendered German soldiers to prison camps.  

 

For his brave and dedicated service to his country, Edward 

was awarded the Medal of Honor, the nation’s highest 

medal for valor.  

 

Edward was happily married to his wife, Mary for 60 years. He is survived by his loving 

daughter, Pamela. 

 

 
SERGEANT EDWARD G. LEGLER, U.S. ARMY (NOMINATED BY PAMELA LEGLER SCHWENZER) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Ignatius Donald “Don” Matina 
 

Private First Class Ignatius Donald “Don” Matina enlisted in the 

U.S. Army three days after graduating high school. He enlisted 

as a reconnaissance/mortar crewman. On February 27, 1944, 

Don boarded a ship in New York City headed to Europe. On 

June 6, 1944, Don and his company were the third wave to 

storm Utah Beach during Operation Overlord (D-Day) in World 

War II. He was a member of the mechanized cavalry. Don also 

served as a scout leader under General George Patton.  

Matina was inspired by a high school trip to Normandy where his 

grandfather Donald Matina served on D-Day during World War 

II. Donald Matina, of Webster, recently turned 94-years-old and 

continues to motivate Derek. 

During his time overseas, Don participated in many battles including the Hedgerow 

battles, winter forest battle, and the liberation of Rennes, France from Nazi Germany. 

For his service, he received the European-Normandy-Middle Eastern Medal, Good 

Conduct Medal, World War II Victory Medal, Croix de Guerre with Palm-Luneville, Croix 

de Guerre with Palm-Caen-Falaise, and the French Legion of Honor Medal.  

Upon being honorably discharged from the Army on January 5, 1946, Don returned 

home to Rochester, New York. He married his longtime sweetheart, Rose, in 1952 and 

had four children. Don and Rose were married for 62 years before her passing.  

Don attended college and began a career as a commercial artist and an art director for 

many prestigious companies, including Eastman Kodak Co. After retirement, Don 

became an active member of the YMCA and is known as “The Mayor of the Y.” 

Don now lives in Webster, New York and loves to tell his war stories. He has even 

made a scrapbook of his time in Europe during World War II. Don is a true hero to his 

family and friends. 

 

PRIVATE FIRST CLASS IGNATIUS DONALD MATINA, U.S. ARMY (NOMINATED BY COLLEEN & 
DANIEL GRAY, DONNA & DAVID CALMEN, BEVERLY & GEORGE CLINE, JUNE & JAMES 
COAKLEY, KAREN & DAVID HUTTEMANN, LOREDANA LULIANELLA, BARBARA KOSTICK, JEAN 
& GARRY LEVERENZ, AND SHERRY BENNETT) 

 
 
 



John M. Pastalenic 
 

Corporal John M. Pastalenic was born to Polish immigrants in Olean, 

New York where he was raised. Corporal Pastalenic served in the U.S. 

Army in the 517th Paratrooper Infantry during World War II.  

When he enlisted in the Army in 1942, John was only 19 years old. In 

February 1944, he was deployed overseas and saw action in Sicily, 

Italy and southern France. During his time overseas, Corporal 

Pastalenic was shot in the abdomen and legs while engaging in 

gunfire with German soldiers. After sustaining his injuries and 

undergoing surgeries and rehabilitation, Corporal Pastalenic was 

awarded the Purple Heart. He also earned the Combat Infantry Badge of Honor and his 

Parachute Wings of Honor for his bravery as a paratrooper.  

Corporal Pastalenic is as patriotic today as he was on the day he enlisted. He has lived 

by his Christian faith in all things. If you ask anyone who knows Corporal Pastalenic, 

they would say he is humble, loving and gritty. 

Corporal Pastalenic attended Olean High School, where he enjoyed playing football and 

regularly attended the school’s football banquets for over 50 years. John and Dorothy, 

his loving wife of 73 years, adopted and raised two children, Julana and Tom.  

   

CORPORAL JOHN M. PASTALENIC, U.S. ARMY (NOMINATED BY JULANA SUE THOMPSON) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Russell N. Schneider 
 

Corporal Russell Schneider joined the U.S. Army as a teenage 

immigrant from Canada. At first, the Army was unaware of his 

immigrant status and Russell was deployed to Europe. After 

discovering he was a Canadian, they gave him a choice to either 

return to Canada, or to gain American citizenship in order to 

become a member of the U.S. Army. Russell chose to dedicate 

his life to this country and served in the European Theater of 

Operations as a medic. 

Russell demonstrated extraordinary bravery when he was injured 

in action in Europe. He selflessly laid his body over a wounded 

comrade to save his life during heavy gunfire. Russell also 

sacrificed the complete use of his arm. For his heroism, Russell received the Purple 

Heart, the Silver Star, and the Bronze Star.  

After his service, Russell returned to his wife, Anne in Webster, New York and 

continued to help his community. He was known as the neighborhood handyman and 

taught his children many life lessons. His children, Kent, Dianne and Sally say that their 

father taught them the true meaning of the word hero. Russell Schneider passed away 

in October 2002. 

  

CORPORAL RUSSELL SCHNEIDER, U.S. ARMY (NOMINATED BY SALLY J. ALTOBELLO) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Christopher Tumminelli 
 

Petty Officer Third Class Christopher Tumminelli joined the 

U.S. Navy in 1988 at 18 years old, soon after graduating from 

Eastridge High School. He completed boot camp at Naval 

Station Great Lakes, Chicago, Illinois and was transferred to 

NSA Millington, Tennessee for a year of avionics technician 

school. Christopher was an avionics technician responsible for 

repairing electronic equipment on naval aircraft. He then 

completed specialty school in CAT IID Test Systems at NAS 

Oceana. 

Christopher’s first official tour of duty was at NAS Cecil Field 

in Jacksonville, Florida where he spent three years supporting the F14 Tomcat, A6 

Intruder, S3 Viking, and E2C Hawkeye planes. He worked in the AIMD department 

troubleshooting and repairing aircraft electronics. Desert Storm had started and there 

was a lot of action at that time. 

In 1992, Christopher decided to enlist for two more years and transferred to NAS 

Miramar in San Diego California, home of TOPGUN. In 1994, he flew to San Francisco 

and boarded CVN70 Carl Vinson Aircraft Carrier for a Persian Gulf tour for six months. 

They were patrolling the end of the Gulf War. During those six months, Christopher flew 

ops in the Persian Gulf and ported in Dubai UAE as well as Perth, Australia; Tokyo, 

Japan; Hong Kong; Tasmania; and, Hawaii. 

Christopher decided to leave the Navy in 1995 and pursue civilian life as an engineer. 

He has worked at L3 Harris as a manufacturing engineer since November 2007 and is a 

board member of the company’s SERVE Military Outreach. He belongs to the VFW post 

in Webster and is a member of the board of directors for Gigi’s Playhouse Rochester 

and The Miracle Field in Webster. Christopher lives in Webster with his wife, Debbie 

and son, Landon. 

  
PETTY OFFICER THIRD CLASS CHRISTOPHER TUMMINELLI, U.S. NAVY (NOMINATED BY 
DEBBIE TUMMINELLI) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Ross J. Willink 
 

 Ross J. Willink began his service with the U.S. Navy at the 

age of 18. After attending boot camp in Newport, Rhode 

Island, he completed hospital corps school and was 

assigned to Corpus Christi Naval Hospital, Texas. He was 

then transferred to ANAS Kingsville, Texas. At 19 years 

old, he was put in charge of the operating room at the 

Naval dispensary. After one and a half years, he was 

transferred to the Pacific Theater where he served as Chief 

Medical Officer on the USS YMS-166 (Yard Minesweeper). 

Ross has received an American Campaign Medal, Asiatic Pacific Campaign Medal, 

American Victory Medal, and his Minesweeper Patch. 

Using the GI Bill and New York State veteran’s scholarship. Ross earned a B.A. and 

Ed.M. from the University of Rochester, and an Ed.D. from the University at Buffalo. He 

started his career in public education as a science teacher in Scottsville and ultimately 

served as Superintendent of the Webster Central School District. After retirement, Ross 

became a professor of education at the University of Rochester. As a superintendent, 

he was active in the Genesee Valley School Development Association (GVSDA) and at 

UR, he became director of the organization. 

Ross has been a member of the Webster Rotary club for over 40 years, serving twice 

as president. He was on the board of directors for the Rotary-sponsored Camp 

Haccamo, a camp for children and young adults with special needs. Ross was a leader 

in the Webster Rotary “Adopt a Troop” program which sends care packages overseas 

and honors troops at a banquet upon their return to the United States. 

Ross was also an assistant director of the Rochester International LPGA and served on 

several Webster town committees such as the Webster Open Space committee. In 

recognition of his service to the Webster Central School District and the entire Webster 

community, the Ross J. Willink Middle School was named in his honor. 

  
PHARMACIST MATE SECOND CLASS ROSS J. WILLINK, U.S. NAVY (NOMINATED BY WENDY 
WRIGHT) 

 


