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Thank you to the committees and chairs for letting me testify before you. My name is Avrielle Miller, I am

the Policy Coordinator with NY Renews. NY Renews is a coalition of over 340 organizations representing

thousands of New Yorkers and the force behind the nation’s most progressive climate law, the CLCPA.

The close of 2022 brought the completion of the final scoping plan; no small feat and an accomplishment

thanks to the Climate Action Council. But New York has a short time frame to meet the legal climate

change obligations set by the climate law. Without strong legislative and regulatory action and

transformative increase in funding, the victory of the climate law will be hollow.

The  primary revenue generator posed in the scoping plan is the creation of a cap and invest system. It’s

not news that polluter caps have exacerbated climate consequences such as clean air impacts, and have

also had negative impacts on marginalized communities, questionable fund distribution and that, at its

core, it is still pollution profiteering. We have seen this in California, where there was not only a rise of

emissions in disadvantaged communities but difficulty adequately representing investment in

disadvantaged communities per county. Getting the funding mechanism right is vital. If NY State adopts a

cap and invest model, then the State needs to ensure it’s equitably designed and implemented, and that

the funding goes to an equitable and effective spending plan, along with any rebate. Getting it right will

take time, and there are complementary revenue sources that we can and should explore this session -

including closing tax loopholes, raising revenue from the very rich, and creation of a climate superfund.

These measures will all produce revenue faster than the creation of a new cap and invest mechanism,

but in no way prevent us from developing one if that is the direction the state sets.

While the scoping plan lays out direction for each of the agencies and authorities mentioned,  we need

to have transparency and accountability throughout the entire process. Especially with the DAC criteria

still in review and the pursuit of concerning “technology advancement” such as blue, green, and pink

hydrogen, or any use of “carbon capture”  in consideration. This is why we need the Climate, Jobs, and

Justice Package now! The Climate, Jobs & Justice Package works to ensure that 40 percent of the state’s

clean energy benefits go to disadvantaged communities, create unionized jobs, lower utility bills, protect

our air and water, and ultimately lead to healthy, thriving neighborhoods in New York State. Centrally, in

the context of this year's budget, we need to see the passage of the Climate Community Protection Fund

once introduced. This creates a pool of money to fund and implement our landmark Climate Act from

revenue generators. Its core investments include community benefits and broad labor, procurement, and

responsible contracting standards. Doing so in law will provide clarity, transparency, and accountability

to the legislature and the people of New York.



The state has fewer than 20 years to produce all of its electricity from zero-emission sources and to

electrify all sectors by 2050. We need to see that the policy and legislative decisions are not negligent of

potential adverse impacts. We cannot soil the clean energy future promised to New Yorkers—a future

that would not cause greater harm to our environment and health and well-being. Creating a 100%

renewable energy economy is in the best interest of us all.

Thank you again to the committees and chairs for your time.


