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Thank you and Good Afternoon, Chairpersons Krueger, Weinstein, Harckham and Glick, and other 

members of the Legislature, thank you for inviting me to testify here today    My name is John Hroncich.  

I reside in Vestal NY and work at BAE Systems’ Power and Propulsion Solutions business headquartered 

in Endicott NY.  I am the business’ Director for North American transit sales.  On behalf of BAE Systems’ 

2,000 employees across New York State, I am here to ask for your support of policies that support the 

use of cleaner fuels and technologies as New York transitions, ultimately, to zero emission electrification 

solutions for our heavy-duty transportation and transit vehicles. 

While we applaud Governor Hochul’s proposal for a Cap-and-Invest program, transitional policies and 

programs are needed to maximize emissions reductions, help train our workforce on new technologies 

and improve the lives of New York’s most vulnerable disadvantaged communities.  Specifically, we ask 

for your support of Senate Bills S1292 and S8917 of 2022 (pending reintroduction). 

Senate Bill S1292 looks to implement a Clean Fuels Standard for New York State.  A clean fuel standard 

(CFS) reduces transportation emissions at no cost to the State and has been projected to likely generate 

between $1-1.4 billion per year in economic benefits to the State.  A CFS would require manufacturers 

and importers of high-carbon intensity fuels like fossil gasoline and diesel to either reduce the carbon 

intensity of their fuels or purchase credits from low-carbon intensity fuel manufacturers and importers, 

such as operators of electric bus fleets like public transit agencies. The CFS provides meaningful support, 

paid by polluters, for public transit agencies, school busses, delivery vans, and for-hire vehicle fleet 

operators to switch to cleaner vehicle technologies. 

The 2019 Climate Leadership and Community Protection Act (CLCPA) called for the issuance of a Scoping 

Plan under the direction of a 22-member Climate Action Council.  The Scoping Plan was completed and 

published in December 2022.   The Scoping Plan’s recommendations for a CFS program design 

thoughtfully addresses concerns raised by environmental justice groups, and the recommendation for a 

CFS in Scoping Plan is strong. 

Absent a very significant and unlikely shift in federal policy, vehicles that were built to run on fossil 

diesel and gasoline will continue to be sold in New York State until 2045 and will continue to be on the 

road for years afterward, past the 2050 date by which the CLCPA requires economy-wide carbon 

neutrality. A CFS is a pragmatic tool for the State to decarbonize liquid fuels in the medium term. 

We also ask for you to support Senate Bill S8917 of 2022.  This Bill would require public transportation 

systems to only procure zero-emission capable hybrid and zero-emission transit buses.  These buses 

would bring zero emission transit bus operations to every corner of New York State while getting us 



closer to CLCPA’s aggressive emissions targets for transportation and goals for economic activity growth 

and workforce preparedness.   

To highlight how zero-emission capable hybrid buses can achieve these objectives, we can look at the 

example of Broome County Transit in the Southern Tier.  In 2009, Broome County Transit fielded their 

first hybrid transit buses.  Their initial fleet of 12 hybrid buses, when compared to conventional diesel 

engine-only buses, has saved the County approximately $500,000 in operating expenses while 

eliminating over 2,000 tons of greenhouse gases.  As important, it brought key zero emissions 

technologies, electric motors, power electronics and energy storage systems, in to the BC Transit fleet.  

Their staff received all of the appropriate high voltage safety training, maintenance instruction, personal 

protective equipment and operating experience required to run zero emissions buses. 

In 2020, Broome County Transit took another step towards zero emissions fleet operations by fielding 

next-generation zero-emission capable hybrid buses.  They have the ability to operate with their hybrid 

engines off for significant portions of their routes.  Broome County Transit has deployed zero emission 

‘green zones’; using GPS signals to automatically operate in zero emissions mode in areas designed by 

BC Transit.  For example, Binghamton University’s campus and BC Transit’s downtown transfer center 

are now emissions-free when these next-generation electric hybrid buses come on site. 

Broome County Transit’s decade-long experience with hybrid buses have served them well and have 

prepared the County’s bus operators and maintenance personnel for battery electric zero emission 

buses.  The hybrid buses have saved significant fuel and emissions while delivering partial zero emissions 

operations without the need (and cost) for charging infrastructure, grid upgrades and modifications to 

their existing facilities.  Unlike range-limited battery electric buses, hybrid buses can be used as a true 1-

for-1 swap out with conventional diesel engine-only buses.  This is a fundamental concern for rural non-

MTA transit agencies; can a battery electric bus meet my longer bus routes’ range requirements?   

Training and technology familiarity is a key obstacle to overcome for any non-MTA transit agency 

considering introducing zero emissions buses in to their fleet.  Broome County Transit is more than 

ready for working with electric motors, high voltage cabling, power electronics and energy storage 

systems thanks to a decade of experience with electric hybrid buses. 

In April 2021, Broome County Transit was awarded Federal funding to field its first zero emission battery 

electric buses.  These buses will utilize the same exact electric motor found in Broome County’s zero-

emission capable hybrid buses.  BAE Systems, in close partnership with Broome County for over 12 

years, is proud to be an integral part of BC Transit’s journey towards a zero emissions bus fleet. 

While fielding zero-emission capable hybrid buses is a proven, smart stepping-stone towards converting 

transit bus fleets to zero emissions operations, New York is poised to accelerate in to growing market for 

zero emissions battery electric and hydrogen fuel cell electric buses.  BAE Systems, headquartered in 

Endicott NY, is a market leader in providing electric drive powertrains for leading bus manufacturers.  

We provide our Endicott-made components to Nova Bus’ manufacturing plant in Plattsburgh NY where 

they are rolling out battery electric buses across the U.S. and Canada.  We are bringing Latham NY-based 

Plug Power in to the transit bus market with an innovative hydrogen fuel cell bus offering.  The fuel cell 

engines will be made at Plug’s Slingerland NY facility and the first buses will enter service in Rochester 

NY in 2024.   BAE Systems’ powertrain technology also provides a paths to market for Wolfspeed in 

Marcy NY and Derecktor Shipyards in Mamaroneck NY. 



Thank you for allowing me to share our perspective and position on getting New York’s transportation 

and transit fleets to zero emission operations.  We are proud to be a New York-based company 

delivering leading technologies to help with our collective goals for cleaner air and economic growth. 

 

 


